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KOISURU TETSUMENPICZY 


a. 





TAKE A LOOK 
AT PAGE 12 
- BASED ON MY 
YOU SPOKE 1 


| EXPLANATIONS 
ABOVE. 

BRILLIANTLY, 

KITAGAWA-KUN. \ IF WE CAN 


ESTABLISH 
THIS ROUTE, 
THE 
MARKETING 
PLAN 
WILL BE A 
SUCCESS. 


WE'VE ALSO 
RECEIVED WORDS 
FROM SATO-SAMA 

OF THE HT 

TRADING THAT 
WE'LL START 
NEXT TERM. 


PLEASE 
LET ME 
KNOW IF 
THIS IS 
ALRIGHT. 


YES, YOUR 
FUTURE IS 
GOING TO 
BE BRIGHT. 























ae WE'RE 
LOOKING HA, WONDERFUL 


PRESENTATION, 
b 7 FORWARD fi KITAGAWA- 
\} yp KUN. 





EXCUSE 
ME. 





These days, 
I've gotten used to 
working in the 
new department, 
even though 
| often have to talk 


FEE; in front of people. 
245 
\\ 


















To me, 
meetings and 
competitions 
are big stages | | 
where | should 
perform on. 


















But 


Nae. 
I 


every time 

| finish one, = 
there's SMOKING | 

something Ce 





| must do. 









That is... 




















_s 


Natsume-san 
Ss _ _ is my lover. 


~~ © We've been 
( going out for 









wr 
haa 






aN 





half a year. 





THE LAST TIME, 
YOUR FACE 
TURNED BLUE! 










without him in it... 


W's okay, 
\don't mind. 







OH, 
KITAGAWA, 
YOU'RE 
HERE, TOO. 







I SHOULD'VE 
BOUGHT 
ONE MORE. 







I think 
Natsume-san 
and | are the 
only ones 
who know 
about their 
relationship. 


BUT THE 
ROOM LIST 
FOR THE 
UPCOMING 
EMPLOYEES 
TRIP 
HAS BEEN 
ANNOLINCED, 


AND IT WAS 
BASED ON 
DEPARTMENTS: 
AFTER ALL. 


Thanks- 


Tomita-san is you 
TWO CAN 


Natsume-san’s 
best friend, DRINK IT. 


and he knows 
about our 
relationship. 


butnow He used 
to be 


he’s dating | 
another man, Straight, 
Saito-san. 


% 
ny 


OH WELL, 
rate To IW -li; 
BE THE a 
BEARER OF 
BAD NEWS, 


cust 


faced) Trae tts 8% 


oon Addendue 











HH THE 
EMPLOYEES 





I'VE ALWAYS 
PARTICIPATED 
BECAUSE 
I THINK ITS: 
PART OF OUR 
JOB, BUT... 


Glance 








\ Y, ahot 
Z Tots were : = Natsume- 
eB = 
i 's goil = = san will 
WON'T It's going SS, i, ‘ = : 
to be fun... a eS Aa e there 
ee ANY (0 be fun. N at YN \ \ y Zz with me! 
bin. q 
OA | 


Uff / 


\ 





I DON'T 
CARE ABOUT 
THE ROOM, 
AFTER ALL, 
BUTE LOOK, Ty We'll Just 
FORWARD Fee ue 
ROOM TO 
=> 


sigh SLEEP. 








































NATSUME- 
SAN IS 
NOT THE 
EMOTIONAL 









































I THINK The 
fa other day, 
SOMEONE'S Tomita-san 
ATTITUDE 1S asked me... 
DIFEERENT 
DEPENDING 
ON WHO 
THEY'RE 
DEALING 
WITH. 
DOES 
NATSUME ACT 
DIFFERENTLY 





WHEN HE’S WITH 


YOU COMPARED TO (= 


WHEN HE’S WITH 
EVERYONE ELSE? & 


Sos 











BUT IN 
NATSUME- 
SAN'S CASE, 











THERE'S 
ALMOST NO 
Thing VIFFERENCE, oes 
WHAT I'M eo your" 
CONCERNED em | 


ABOUT. 


Mf 





| want 











him to 





change 
the way 
he looks py 
atme. | | 


LET'S 
Go 
BACK, 
THEN. 








Because 
there are 
times when 
he can be so 
romantic... 





Sy 


WITH HIM, 
DURING THE 
FREE TIME? 























/ YL. 
CL It doesn’t 
AO | 







KITAGAWA, 


TO USE 
THE TOILET? 












mean that 
he doesn’t 
pay attention 
at all. 





DO YOU WANT 















HE NEVER TOLD 
ME THE REASON, 
BUT I SUPPOSE 
IT'S OBVIOUS? 















Natsume- 
san 





is hard to 
understand, 





nny 
Oo % 


Z 


We're going 
to have the 
i Tl 
best trip ever!! S 












































| 
nnn 


\ 
< > 
KITAGAWA- 
| feel inne SAN, DO YOU 
i WANT SOME 
sick. SNACKS? 


= 


—/ lial) 


_ 


\ 
SWAY 









































































































































IDION'T 












































































































































I WON'T 
SURVIVE 
WITHOUT 
LOOKING 
OUT THE 
WINDOW. 




















IT WILL 
E 


Even though 
F| he is hard to 
=| understand, 


YOU FEEL 
BETTER. 
















BuT I 
CAN STILL 
TASTE THE 
FIRST ONE, 








AND THEY 
TASTE GOOD 
TOGETHER. f 





| know that 
love him after all. 




















SS 


SICKNESS. 


’ the most 


important 
question to 
answer is... 








In the end, 


PN 











understand 
Natsume- 




















~ You're Fs poor 
divided ints — Saas rom poat| 
P If We roups.. 























THANKS. 






KITAGAWA'S 
{| ROOM ISIN 

ADIFFERENT 
BUILDING. 

























































































Irs 





——— = IT's a 
GOING || THERE ARE GOOD INN, 
Fo BE | euprovees ISN'T IT? 

FROM OTHER 
DURING | companies, 
THe 00, 
BANQUET. 
eee i 
TEXIS {HP- 
\ Rts Ae—F 
iNY> oA 
E]] serousiy? 
T WONDER ! 
/| |] if tHe gata NX 
|] |S GOING TO 
7 BE PACKED. 
N 
i7 
-¥ KITAGAWA, 
rm \ 


FINE, i 




















‘ 

















Do You HOW 
WANT ARE YOU 
TO TAKE FEELING? 
A BATH 
WITH US? 











KITAGAWA, 
DO YOU WANT 
SOME DRINKS? 



































= 


TA 


i 





] \ 2 
Muy AN b 








HE LEFT 
HALFWAY. 





BUT I THINK 
































KITAGAWA |S 
DOING WELL. 











MA 












































= Ke 
f ; 16 HE REALLY 
WHEN L iN \ THAT GOOD? 





I KNOW 
HE'S A NICE ! 
GUY, BUT... 


RIGHT? 





sie 





BUT } 
HE'S MORE < . 
HANDSOME, 
50... ’ | 
\——- \ \ 
/ 
| 
. | 











| hide the fact that 
I'm easily embarrassed, 






but when it 
comes to work... 



























































NOTHING, 
REALLY. 


HE 
EXCELS AT 
EVERYTHING 
AFTER ALL. 








HAVE YOU 


TRIED THE 
HOT SPRING? 





ak 
BuT 
KITAGAWA 
JUST DRANK 


@ ALCOHOL. 


WELL, WE 
CAN WAIT 
UNTIL HE 
COOLS 

DOWN. 








































THE RECEPTION 
7 ROOM |S OPEN 
Oe UNTIL 10 PM, 
you! | DON'T 
LONG AS WE'RE 
NEED BACK BEFORE 
TO COME Ten, 
IF YOU 
DON'T 
WANT TO. 




































































BUT THE 
BANQUET... 
Pal 
A 
/ a 
y 





( 

































































Com in VF sD an il 
oe JEL OE AY 1 
a : = oan x 



























GOTTEN IN BEFORE 
THE BANQUET. 


i; rer 
se ——— 











T 


Ga 














IT'S GOOD 
THAT YOU'RE A 
HARD WORKER, 


BUT YOU HAVE 
A TENDENCY TO 
PUT EVERYTHING 
ON YOURSELF. 


IF YOU DON'T 
MIND, YOU CAN 
TALK TO ME. 


I'M THE PERFECT 
GUY TO TALK TO 
ABOUT WORK, 


YOU COULDN'T 
EVEN SAY THAT 
YOU WANTED 
TO SIT NEXT TO 
THE WINDOW. 











THERE'S AREN'T 
SOMETHING YOu 
WEIRD IN SPOILING 
THE AIR... ME? 
IS IT BECAUSE 
YOU TWO 
ARE THE ONLY 
ONES HERE? 


Hove him... 


~“. 
I’ve been ‘under 
his care all along 
hs 


A yx 
—s 
eo 
PO Fs 

SOMETING y 


LIKE THAT, ( 
WITH THAT 
SULKY, } 
BLUSHING ( 
FACE... 














YOU'RE NOT 
IE ONE 
TO JUDGE! 





DAMN IT, 
I TOLD 
HIM TO BE 
CAREFUL! 




















+ YOU CAN 
! 901T To Me . 
‘NEXT Time, [* 











I rely on 
Natsume-san 
alot... 





























=| tl 
or" | 





but someday, 
| want him to 
be able to rely 


Even in 


/ | 
\wihg 







T'VE ALWAYS 
WANTED TO 
SEE YOU INA % 


LET'S 
GOTO 
THE STORE. 
THEY MUST 
SELL SOME 
MILK, 





I USUALLY 
JUST DRINK 
BEER. 


. 2 yes, 
MILK AFTER JS BUT IT'S 
ABATH?! [XA bs DIFFERENT. 


AREN'T YOU 
NATSUME? 



















T KNEW IT. 
IT SAW THE 
COMPANY 
NAME ON THE 
FRONT SIGN. 








I DION'T 
THINK 
YOU'D COME, 
THOUGH. 


IT'S BEEN 
A WHILE, 
HASN'T IT? 






















WHICH ONE 
Is YOUR 
CURRENT 
BOYFRIEND? 


I DON'T 
DATE A 
COWORKER 








IT'S JUST 
A PAIN IN 
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I'M 
SORRY!! 


I DIDN'T MEAN 
TO DISRESPECT 
YOU IN ANY WAY. 


DJS coworker 5 


MORE 
nm a 
ME?! SS anymore” Looks —_!MPORT: 


aso. MAN...? 


I DION’T 
MEAN TO 
HIDE THIS 
FROM YOU, 


BuT I 
DIDN'T THINK 
IT WAS 
NECESSARY 
FOR ME TO 
TALK ABOUT 
HIM EITHER. 


HE 
WORKED 
AT OUR 
COMPANY 
ONCE... 


AND WE 
DATED FOR 
AWHILE. 





WHAT?, 


HE ALWAYS 
GOT WORKED 
UP IF HIS. 
RIVALS WERE 
BETTER 
THAN HIM. 


WELL, IT 
i WAS A GOOD 
IT WAS A : TRAIT TO HAVE 
PAIN IN THE Bee AT WORK, 
ASS WHEN 
IT CAME TO. 
PRIVATE 
MATTERS. 









IF HE KNEW 
THAT I WAS 
DATING YOU... 








PROBABLY 
COMPARE YOU 
TO HIMSELF 








AND SAID 
SOMETHING 
THAT WOULD 
HURT YOUR 
FEELINGS. 








| 
| 
i 





I DION'T 
WANT THAT 
TO HAPPEN. 





nit want: 
jan to, know, 


becausejhe} 
cared/somuch 
aboutime! 


Okay 















































I SHOULD 
PROBABLY 
BEHAVE, 


OR ELSE, 
THINGS ARE 
GOING TO BE 
TROUBLE- 
SOME. 


=. 0ncelagain's 








Natsume-san apologized to me... 












































WHERE'S 
KITA- 


GAWA? 








HE CARES 
ABOUT ME 








T ADMIRE 
YOU FOR 
BEING 
BLUNT! 


wHy 01D \, 
HE HAVE TO 
STAND SO 





CLOSE WHEN | 
HE TALKED 
70 HM? 


I WAS THERE 
WATCHING! 


































































































A-ARE 
YOU DONE 
TALKING? 


















YOU DON'T 
NEED TO 
WORRY 

ABOUT HIM. 










I'M NOT 
GOING TO 
SEE HIM 
ANYMORE 

AFTER THIS. 










I TOLD 
MYSELF 
Burr 10 BECOME 
Haven't SOMEONE 
GROWN HE COULD 
AT ALL, RELY ON, 






It happened 


again... 














Could it be that... 


he still has feelings 
for Natsume-san? 
Sees 







\ You shouldn’ you 
ie louldn't SUCK 


TAKE THE 
PICTURE. 


LINE UP! 





The trip 
itself was a 
lot of fun. 


























He was being 
so nice to me.. 





But in the end, 
| couldn't stop 
thinking about 
the way he 
stared at me. 

















BUT IF 
YOU DON'T 
UNDERSTAND 
HIM, HOW 
CAN YOU 
EXPECT ME TO 
UNDERSTAND? 


A MEETING, 
AND IT'S 
DRAGGED 

. WHERE'S 
NATSUME- 
SAN TODAY? 


WE PLANNED 
TO COME 
TOGETHER 
TODAY TO 
GIVE YOU THE 
SOUVENIR... 


TLL 
PRETEND 
I DIDN'T 
HEAR 
THAT. 


I 
SLIPPED 


I CAN'T 
SAY IT TO 
HIS FACE... 





ATSUSHI, 


| wis 


| were as dignified : i 
as Saito-san... 


SAY HI TO YEAH, 
HE'S. 
MEGUML'S. 
COWORKER. 


OH, I SEE. 








HOW 
ARE YOU 
FEELING? 
SAITO- 

SAN. 


I'M 
FINE... 










































NATSUME- 
SAN SAID 






AND ALSO, 
YOU TOLD ME, 


THAT I DIDN'T 
NEED TO BE 












FORMAL IN 
FRONT OF HIM. 





NATSUME- 
SAN 
LOVES ME 


BECAUSE 
I'M ME. 















WHAT 
MAKES YOU 
THINK SO? ff 





I'M 
RELIABLE 
ENOUGH... 
FOR HIM... 





NATSUME- 
SAN 


APOLOGIZED 
TO ME AGAIN. 























KNEW THAT 
SOMETHING 
MUST'VE 
HAPPENED. 


I DIDN'T 
THINK HE'D 
BE THIS 
DRUNK, 
THOUGH. 


HE SAID 
AS MUCH 
AS HE 
COULD... 


I WAS 
THE ONE 
WHO 
OFFERED 


BECAUSE 
IT LOOKED 
LIKE HE 
NEEDED IT. 











WELL, 
NOTHING 
SERIOUS HAS 
HAPPENED, 


BUT HE DID 
CALL ME THIS 
AFTERNOON. 


HE HASN'T 
CHANGED 
HIS NUMBER. 
DON'T YOU 
THINK THAT'S 
FOOLISH? 


I TURNED 
HIM DOWN, 
BUT THEN, 
HE TALKED 
ME INTO 
INTRODUCING 


MY NEW 
BOoy- 
FRIEND. 


KITAGAWA-SAN 
1S CONCERNED 
ABOUT YOUR 
EX-BOYFRIEND? 














/ I DID THAT, 


HE PROMISED 


THAT HE 
WOULDN'T CALL 
ME AGAIN. 


I THINK 
IT'S BETTER 
TO INTRODUCE 
HIM TO 
KITAGAWA. 





THE REASON 
I WANT TO 
HELP YOU... 


IS BECAUSE 
YOU'RE 
TOMITA-SAN'S 





I WANT YOU 
TO BE ABLE 
TO TRUST 





I think | hear 
people conversing. 


in * 
2 at, Tid 
r————-_Isita dream...? 
sie | 


Saito-san will be 
Natsume-san's... 








SHI- 
Wy DID 
youpo AN 












Real intention...? 











































































































































































TOMITA- 
SAN'S?! 


























DID I PASS 


TO PRETEND 
TO BE MY 
BOYFRIEND. 








50 
IT WASN'T 
A DREAM?! 






































oui bets 
“TESSELO ithe 
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Natsume! 





Let's go 




















to dinner a 
together! \ Thank 
Sust once! \ goodness 
\ you haven't 
\ changed 
your 


number. 


Tm really 
Curious 
about it, 
you Know? 





v 
CURIOUS 

ABOUT 
| WHAT?! 


Lwant to 

know if 

he’s good 
enough 

IDONT 
CARE 

y ABOUT 
YOUR 





OPINION. 





Not that! 


Twas the 
one who 
dumped you 
back then, 


but now, 
it’s the f HOW LONG 
opposite, 4 DO YOU THINK 
f IT HAS BEEN 
SINCE THEN? 


T want to 
know the 
reason ] got 
dumped. 



































































\ 


HE MAKES ME 
/ANT TO HIDE _ 
KITAGAWA P i 
EVEN MORE. 
" ji 
} / 
an). ? 
\. 
14 
j py} = AROUND? 
ABLE TO HELP. 
Za | 
, ) 
/ ic [ 
Y Ae 
VN 





D 
ir 











DID YOU SAY 


.\} Lr WY 18 THAT 
JUST GO. } | \ / / YOUR WAY OF 


“CHERISHING” 


Wf 
Ve | HIM? 
isi é 


I 


CAN YOU 
WORK 
OVERTIME 
TODAY? 


I THINK HE'S. 
OVERPROTECTIVE 
OF KITAGAWA, 














T'LL ONLY 
Do IT 
AFTER YOU 
GIVE YOUR 
CONSENT, 
KITAGAWA: 























Natsume-san |\ 
is just going | \ 


about me 











. " | EB \ 









RIGHT NOW!! Ee 
















































































YS 












































= \ ! 

Sy YW \\ 

I DON'T CARE ee 2 

IF YOU DON'T / an e 
WANT TO TELL ( 7 oe 
HIM ABOUT ME! hes 
YEAH... 
We 
/ H | 
BUT HAVING G | ‘ 
SOMEONE ELSE 


‘ACT ON MY < \ 


BEHALF IS JUST / 
NOT RIGHT! 4 























\ 
“ff fr / \. 
Nl /, fk \\\ 
BUT... Y Why 1 
S "© j “es | | 
Lh, (et 4 
TSS 


I KNOW 
I'M NOT 
RELIABLE, 


BUT... ! a \ 
t] } 





T WANT TO 
CHANGE! 


WELL THEN, 
DO YOU THINK 


YOU CAN 
TELL THAT 
YOU'RE 
My NEW 








i = 
Sire ae 


IF I GO WITH 
SAITO-SAN, 


T DON'T THINK 
HE'D BE ABLE 
TO TRICK HIM. 








NO, IT'S THAT  \ ! ! 





OKAY. WAS... 
> 2) 
(=) 
Al 
I THINK... 
I NEED TO Ss 
CHANGE 
AS WELL. 


\ 
































HAs 
GIVEN us TOMITA 
PERMISSION 

60 LET'S TO GO WITH 

just —-SAITO-SAN, 
COUNT ON 
HIM RIGHT 

NOW. 





REALLY?! 


I DON'T 
KNOW. BUT SAITO-SAN 
WAS THE ONE 
WHO OFFERED. 


SOMETIMES, 
HE'S JUST 
A MYSTERY. 


WAS IT 
BECAUSE 
I CONFIDED 
IN HIM 
BACK 
THEN? 


HELLO? 





I Just 
NEED TO 
CHECK ON 


SAITO-SAN 
IS GOING 
TO JOIN 

THEM NOW. 


He'LL 
KEEP HIS. 
PHONE 


YOU HAVEN'T 
CHANGED AT 
ALL, YOU'RE 
STILL AS 
WORKAHOLIC 
AS EVER. 


tu 








WOULD 

WE JUST 

aRRiveD As YOU LIKE 
WELL AND = TO ORDER 
HAVEN'T SOME 
ORDERED DRINKS? | 
ANYTHING. 


WHAT 
DO YOU 
WANT TO 
DRINK, 
RYO? 


MY NAME 
IS SAITO 

ATSUSHI. 
NICE TO 

MEET YOU. 


YOU ARE 
RYO'S EX, 


TM 
KAJIWARA! 





NATSUME'S 
BOYFRIEND? 





BUT LOOKING 
AT YOU TWO 
SIDE-BY-SIDE, 
IT SEEMS THAT 
YOU'RE THE ONE 
BEING LED NOW. 


NO! THAT 
WAS WHY 
WE FOUGHT 
OFTEN AND 
FINALLY 
BROKE UP! 
HAHAHA! 


YOU'RE THE 
TYPE WHO 
LIKES TO LEAD, 
RIGHT? 


ARE YOU 
THE TYPE 
THAT'S. 
EASILY LED, 
KAJIWARA- 
SAN? 


YOU LIKE 

MEN WITH 

SLANTED 
EYES, 








THERE 
MUST BE A 
REASON. 





YOU'RE 
NOT THE 
ONE TO 
JuDGéE! 

























































\e 
one 


IF YOU 
KEEP. 
HOLDING 
BACK... 














PLEASE 
DON'T GET 

CARRIED 
AWAY... 







yee 











We 


7) 


VAL, 
K Z 


MUCH YOUR 
PRE- 
PERENCES 
HAVE 
CHANGED, 
j\ NATeuME. 





a= 


ARE YOU — 
SATISFIED SSE 
NOW? \ 





UNDERSTAND 
WHY NATSUME 
WAS RELUCTANT 
TO INTRODUCE 
YOU TO HIM. 





THANK YOU 
FOR TODAY. 


WHERE 
ARE YOU 
GOING 
NOW? 


SERI- 
OUSLY. 


tm starving. 


———— 


I HOPE HE HAS 
GIVEN UP NOW. 


I HAVE 
TO OPEN 
THE BAR. 

A REGULAR 
CALLED ME. 






































ARE YOU 
HOLDING \ 
BACK? \ 












| HOW WAS 
KITAGAWA- 
q SAN? 







IT'S TOO BAD 
IF EVERYTHING 
IS OVER JUST 
BECAUSE I 
REPLACED HIM. 

















THE REASON 
































# T WANTED 
TO CHANGE 
WELL, 
WAS BECAUSE 
I WANTED TO 
TAKE THE LEAD... 
EVEN THOUGH 
MY HEAD IS. 
STILL SPINNING 
RIGHT NOW, 
I THOUGHT 
IT MIGHT MAKE 
OUR RELATIONSHIP 
BETTER. 
~~ =a 
Ui) 
1 w 
BUT I AM i 
GLAD THAT . 
I HAVE oy 
SLANTED a 
EYES... es \ 
—~ 
I 
ALSO 
THINK 
Z - 
Pu Z THAT IT WAS I CAN TELL 
" A GOOD IDEA _—_— THAT 
FOR SAITO-SAN KAJIWARA-SAN 
TO REPLACE KNOWS A LOT 
: ME TODAY... 













































































ABOUT YOU. 





























I MIGHT HAVE 
MISUNDERSTOOD 
WHAT YOU WERE 
WORRIED ABOUT. 













































I MIGHT 
BE WRONG 
AFTER ALL. 





IT MIGHT'VE 
BEEN BETTER 
IF YOU WERE 
THE ONE 
T INTRODUCED 
TO HIM. 





TO CARRY 
‘| THE CONVER- 
SATION. 


I DID THINK 
THAT IF YOU 
MET HIM, YOU 
MIGHT NOT 
BE ABLE 


IDO 
WANT TO 


CHANGE! 








BECAUSE 
I FEEL LIKE 
YOU ARE 
DIVING INTO 
DEPRESSION! 


AM I WASTING 
YOUR EFFORTS? 


AM I PUSHING 
TOO FAR? 





I DON'T 
THINK I'VE 
REACHED 
THAT POINT 
YET. 


Ww 


SS 


THIS 
MIGHT 
BE THE 
REASON 
I WANT 
TO TAKE 

A LEAD... 

















waar You Mave 
ABOUT THE 
ME BETTER 
REMAINING BY 90%. 
10%? : 
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Tes not! 
By the way, 
Onii-chan, 
you're with 
Kitagawa-san, 
right? In that 
Case, let 
him stay at 
our home. 


Oh, there's 
another Call. 


your Boy- 4 
PRIEND?! 


TONIGHT. 


Oh, I was 
going to Call 
to tell YOU 
that 
Tim staying 
overnight at 
ny friend’s. 










































































I CAN'T LET 
YOU GO YET. 
DO YOU 
WANT TO. 
COME OVER, 
KITAGAWA? 





T'M NOT 
SATISFIED 
WITH THE 
REMAINING 

10% YOU 
MENTIONED 
EARLIER! 
































WELL, I DID 
TRY TO STOP 





LIKE TODAY, SENSITIVE y y WL i | 
MY PLAN ENOUGH AT {N || {4-8 ! SOUND LIKE 


BACKFIRED. PREDICTING a Y AN EXCUSE, 
WHAT OTHER \ —— \ 
PEOPLE 
M MIGHT DO 
THINK... OR FEEL, 





IF ONLY I 
WERE SOMEONE 
YOU COULD 
INTRODLICE TO 
KAJIWARA-SAN 
WITHOUT 
HESITATION... 


I DON'T 
THINK YOU 
SHOULD'VE 


ENDURED 

IT EITHER, 

NATSUME- 
‘SAN. 


THAT 
DON'T AGAIN! 
UNDERESTIMATE 
YOURSELF! 


ALSO, STOP 

SAYING THAT 

YOU'RE NOT 
RELIABLE. 





UNTIL A WHILE 
AGO, YOU STILL 
LOOKED LIKE A 
DEAD MAN WHO. 
JUST LOST 
HIS SOUL. 


WHEN I 
REMEMBERED 
MYSELF 
WHINING... 







































selS THAT 













THE PART OF 
YOU THAT 
- YOU WANT TO 
auten Gunes ic 
is INTERTWINED 


ALONE, EACH 
ONE MAY HAVE 
TO TAKE ONE 
FULL STEP, 


WITH MINE. 








BUT 
TOGETHER, 
WE CAN 
JUST TAKE 
HALF STEP 
EACH TO 
APPROACH 
THE OTHER. 







_— 
NS 


TN 


eee ey 


IT MAY BE 
SLOWER... 













BUT WE ARE 
DEFINITELY DOING 
OUR BEST. 











By THE WAY, 
I DIDN'T CONSULT 
WITH SAITO-SAN... 


IT WAS MORE 
LIKE GRUMBLING. 


./ YOU WERE 
JEALOUS? 








When | was asleep 
in Tomita-san’s house, 
| think | heard something. 





Natsume=sanjis basically, 
very;aggressive: 


NA- 
TSUME- 

SAN! 
Is he restraining 


forme right now? 


himself 
1OW,?, 








THIS IS NOT 
OUR FIRST 
TIME, BUT... 


I WASN'T 
PLANNING ON 
DOING THIS 


60 THIS IS KINDA 
EMBARRASSING... 























RIGHT 
NOW, 
T'M STILL 


SHY... 


WE'LL DO 
OUR BEST 
TOGETHER, 


NATSUME- 
SAN... 





Natsume-san is amazing. 







LOOK AT 
KITAGAWA. 


























RATE 
nN 




















DID 


























YOU'RE AN 
ADULT, BLT 
YOU WON'T 
STOP TALKING 
NONSENSE! 














IF I WERE 
WORRIED 

ABOUT YOU, 
I SHOULD 


BE RELIEVED 
NOW, BLT... 



























\ didn't do 
anything, 
you know. 










YOU TOOK 
CARE OF US, 






YOU GUYS 
ARE TOO 
SINCERE. 


TOMITA- 
SAN! 













THANK 
YOU FOR 


YESTERDAY. 4 y 
IP (yy) 
[ft 
, / 





WELL, 

I THOUGHT 
IT WOULD BE 
GOOD FOR RYO 
TO STRAY 
SOMETIMES, 
LIKE A 
HUMAN BEING. 






WN 


THAT WAY, 
YOU CAN 
BE MORE 

DEFINED. 





I'D LIKE 
TO THANK 
SAITO-SAN, 


‘UN: Al = Artificial Intelligence. Basically saying 
that Natsume resembles a robot, referring to 
his workaholic and rigid nature. 
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| i a ee 
- i HM? 
= 
| ; JN 
R \\ | 
\ YOU'RE om Ww B MLN 
RIGHT... Weeleors\t yin 
OKAY, TO HIS BAR, =| 
THEN: I THINK YOU > 
CAN TALK TO = 
= HIM ANY TIME. ar 
We'LL 
GO GET : 
SOMETHING | \ 
TO EAT ~ —f\ 
NOW. | { 

















NATSUME- 
SAN, YOU'RE 
IN THE FIRST 
DIVISION, 
RIGHT? 
I'D LIKE TO 
CONSULT 
WITH You 
IF THERE'S 


$0 TODAY AND 
TOMORROW WILL 
DEPEND ON THE }f 
PROGRESS OF 


OUR PROJECT... / 
7. ama 















\ 
\ 


\ \) I DON'T KNOW 
WHICH DEPARTMENT 
. HE BELONGS TO, 


\ 


BUT IT'S. 
TIME FOR ME 
TO LEAVE. 









YOU'RE 
Qh sti at THE 








BUT HIS NAME 
IS KITAGAWA, 
AND HE'S 
REALLY TALL. 





KITAGAWA- 
SAN, 





WE GOT 
A REPLY 


FROM 
SATO-SAN. 




















SATO-SAN 
FROM THE HT 
COMMERCIAL. 
AFFAIRS, 


RIGHT? I'VE 
TALKED TO 
HIM BEFORE. 


I MADE 
YOU DO 
SOMETHING 
IN THE LAST 
MINUTE. 


LET'S THINK 
OF A GOOD 
SENTENCE! 


WHY DON'T 


j YOU LET ME 


CALL HIM? 





Hey, 

















PLUS, 

I ATTENDED 
THE PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT 

MEETING, 
$0 IT SHOULD 































































































BE FINE. 
KAJIWARA- 
/ = SAN 1S: 
- Jee NATSUME- 
fe | DID SAN'S EX- 
’ ULM ||| SOMEONE GOYERIEND... 
MENTION 
MY NAME? 








































HOW DID HE 
KNOW ME? 














WE 
HAVEN'T 
MET SINCE 
THE TRIP. 


NATSUME 
WOULD NOT 
GIVE ME YOUR 
NUMBER, 


sot 
THOUGHT 
I SHOULD 
JUST COME 
HERE~s 


SOMETHING 
I WANT TO 
ASK You. 
IT'S GOING TO 
BE QUICK... 
OU! 


I DON'T 
FEEL LIKE 
TALKING 

IN THIS 
OFFICE. 


NATSUME! 



















WHY DOES THIS 
ALWAYS HAPPEN 
TO ME EVERY 
TIME I WANT TO 
LEAVE ON TIME? 





_| Now THAT 
NATSUME IS. 




















HERE, 

EVERYTHING 

1S GOING TO KAJI, 
BE COM- YOU'RE SO 


PLICATED. PERSISTENT! 


ENOUGH. 
I'M NOT 
HERE TO FIGHT. 
I JUST WANT 
TO CONFIRM, 
SOMETHING. 





YOUR REAL 
BOYFRIEND... 


IT COULD 
BE YOU. 


THE OTHER 
Guy I SAW 
AT THE INN 
DOESN'T 
SEEM TO 
BE YOURS 
EITHER. 


The one 

who came 
with you 
gust now. 


THE 
BLONDE GUY 
YESTERDAY 





YOU'RE 
TOO 


DON'T WE CAN'T 
BOTHER 
JUST BE TOMITA-SAN 
HONEST AND 
HERE? SAITO-SAN 
ANYMORE. 


BE 
FINE. 














Is he asking me how to 
get along with Natsume-san? 
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UST. LEAVE My. 
BAG THERE” 










RYO 
HASN'T 

: ay COME BACK 
a ANYWAY. 








| tried to 
Wait Cor inn, 















is 
KITAGAWA 
BACK? 


TAM JUST 









TRYING TO |_\ 
HELP BY ° 
CALLING O 
AND T AM SATO-SAN! fe) 
TELLING YOU 
THAT IT ISN'T io 


NECESSARY! 














\A 












KITAGAWA- 
SAN IS SPECIAL 
TO SATO-SAN, 
BECAUSE 
THEY'VE BEEN 
FRIENDS FOR A 
LONG TIME! 


IF SOMEONE 
OTHER THAN 
KITAGAWA-SAN 
CALLS HIM, 
HE WON'T 
BE HAPPY. 
















PLEASE DON'T 
DO SOMETHING 
THAT WOULD 
TARNISH 
KITAGAWA-SAN'S 
IMAGE! 












\ 


GUY. 
HE WAS 
ONE OF THE 
MEN BAD- 
MOUTHING 
opt KTAGAWA 
AT THE INN. 

























































































































































































































































































aya 


T DON'T KNOW \|_\/ 1 
WHAT'S GOING /\ \i 
rs ON HERE, BLT 
BETTER To UO YOU WANT TO 
Wave A TAKE A BREAK? 
FELLOW MAN 
AS COMPANY, 
RIGHT? 




































































you 
SMOKE TOO, 
DON'T YOU? 











OH, YEAH, 
YOU WERE 
THERE... 






YOU CAME 
OUT OF THE 
SMOKING 
AREA DURING 
THE TRIP. 





I THOUGHT 
HE WAS: 
EVERYONE'S 


FRIEND. 


I WONDER 

HOW HE'D 

FEEL IF HE 
KNEW. 


SOMETHING 
MUST HAVE 
HAPPENED 


BETWEEN 
THEM... 














IF I HAVE 
NOTHING TO 
DO WITH IT, 
YOU WON'T 
SPEAK TO 


i WELL, 
: HE IS GOOD 
IT Is MY we AT TALKING... 
PERSONAL [ I Z YOU'RE RIGHT. 
OPINION 
OF HIM, 
THOUGH. 


BUT IN MY 
POINT OF VIEW, 
KITAGAWA IS 
ALSO A HARD 
WORKER. 


FROM 
DIFFERENT 
ANGLES, 
YOU'LL 


i 
VIEW HIM 
= DIFFERENTLY. 
he 


ti A 


ISHS 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH HIS: 
PEERS OKAY? 


WHAT'S WITH 
THE PHONE 





KITAGAWA'S 
COMPETENCE IN 
COMMUNICATION 
IS HIS NUMBER 
ONE WEAPON. 





I PERSONALLY 
THINK THAT 


ISN'T HE A 

DIFFERENT 

TYPE FROM 
YOU? 


EVEN IF 
YOU COMPETE 
WITH HIM, YOU 
ARE AT A DIS- 

ADVANTAGE. 


THINK 
ABOUT IT 


YOU JUST IRSELF. 
inew rr | YOURSELF. 


BACK AT 
ME, HUH? 





KITAGAWA 
HAS A 
FACE THAT 
ATTRACTS 


THAT FACE | ESPECIALLY 
OF HIS WHEN YOU 
SEE A SOUR 
THERE ARE } PACE ALL 
PEOPLE WHO . BAY LONG: 
THINK OF IT 
AS FUNNY. 


ALTHOUGH, 


MAYBE 
UNIQUE 
IS MORE 
LIKE IT? 





I FEEL LIKE 


SOMETHING 
ON MY FACE. 


| 
y WHERE DID 
Z YOU GET THAT? 





WAIT, WHY DID 


IGOT0 THE : 
PLANNING ae lt cone 
DEPARTMENT mn youn: 
TO BEGIN WITH? COWORKER Ke 
Si veat. 7 IT'S TROUBLE- . 





SOME. 








I SHOULD 
TEXT HIM. 


N 





I'M 
SORRY. 


- you 
A fS DON'T 
Q 














HAVE 
S ANYTHING 
TO vO 
| wit 
I ‘ THIS... 
Joos Irs 
NN OKAY. \ 
I'M THE 
ONE WHO 


STARTED 

TALKING 

Besives, TO YOU. 
1 KNOW 

KITAGAWA... 




























































HE'S UN- 
EXPECTEDLY 
NAIVE, YOU 
KNOW? 














IF 
I FEEL 
LIKE IT. 









KITAGAWA |: 





_ is Easy V's 
TO READ. 




















HAN, 


"NAT SUME- 
SAN IS MINE!” 


I} 



































| We 


I WANTED TO 
SAY THIS INA 
MORE DECENT 
SITUATION. 


IT KNOW! 


NATSUME 
TRIED TO 
DENY IT, 
BUT THAT'S 
THE TRUTH, 
RIGHT? 





KITAGAWA, 


THAT'S WHY 
I WANT TO 
TALK TO YOU 
TODAY. 


I NEED TO 
TALK TO 
HIM ALONE, 
60 WAIT 
FOR ME AT 
THE OFFICE. 











IT'S JUST 
EASIER FOR US 
TO TALK THIS 
THROUGH BY 
OURSELVES. 


ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
LISTEN TO 
ME NOW? 


WON'T STOP 
BUGGING ME 
UNTIL I LISTEN, 
RIGHT? SO 
SPEAK! 


145 


IT'S NOT 
THAT YOUR 
BEING HERE 
MAKES THE 
SITUATION 

AWKWARD OR 
ANYTHING. 


YOU'RE 
STILL AS 
CONTROL- 
LING AS 
EVER, 


BECAUSE 
KITAGAWA 
CHOOSES 
TO LISTEN 

TO ME. 











ees 
<= “= : YOu? . A 
APOLOGIZING? q 
YOU REALLY 
CHANGED, 
NATSUME! 
BUT 
I'D LIKE TO 
ue OKAY. APOLOGIZE 
ae FOR LYING. 
ABLE TO DO 
THAT, TOO. 
e 


\ 4h THE GLY 


= \ 
S, a Vis ‘| I'M DATING 
RS RIGHT NOW 








SURE 
ENOUGH, 
ALL WE DO 
IS FIGHT. 





Ls REMINDS ME 
OF YOU. 














fe 





UST LIKE 
WHEN I WAS 
WITH YOU... 
I FELT LIKE THIS 
RELATIONSHIP IS 
DETERIORATING. 








THEN, 


I MET YOu 
AND KITAGAWA 
AT THE INN, 
AND YOU TWO 
WERE HAVING 
A LOT OF FUN 
TOGETHER. 





COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT 
FROM OUR 


TIME 
TOGETHER. 


KITAGAWA'S 


HE CHEWS WEIRD? 
TWO DIFFERENT 
FLAVORS OF 
GUM AT THE 
‘SAME TIME. 








EXPRESSIVE. 
HE ALWAYS 
SHOWS OR 





T'LL CHEER 
FOR YOU 
FROM AFAR. 








YOU AND I 
ARE SIMILAR, 
Jl. WE 












BUT 
I HAVE 
SOMEONE 
WHO'S 
WILLING TO 
ACCEPT ME 
FOR WHO 
















I'VE BEEN 
TREATING 
YOU BADLY. 









IT'D BE 
WONDERFUL 
IF YOUR 
BOYFRIEND 
CAN BE 
ACCEPTING, 
TOO. 

























I CAME TO 
APOLOGIZE. 








T'LL BE VERY 
GRATEFUL. 


THEY 
NEEDED 
YOU TO 
CHECK 

SATO-SAN'S 
EMAIL. 


BY THE WAY, 
KITAGAWA... 


WELL, 
IHADA 
FEELING 

THAT YOU 
DISLIKE ME, 
BUT IF WE 
CAN WORK 
TOGETHER 


GOOD, 


ISN'T IT? 
AFTER ALL, 
I CAN'T DO 
EVERYTHING 
BY MYSELF. 





TALKED 
TO HIM? 


TOMITA- 
SAN IS OUR 
SENPAI, 
60 YOU 
SHOULD 
ADDRESS 
HIM WITH AN 
HONORIFIC. 


On NO, 
I TALKED 
TOM Ww 
CASUALLY! 


ARE YOU 
FRIENDS 
WITH THAT 





T'LL RETURN 


IT LATER, 


























WELL 





THEN, 
TLL 
LEAVE rie 
NOW: DIDN'T 
SAY 
ANYTHING, 
I GUESS 
sustBE = I's, 
\ CAREFUL OKAY. 


NEXT TIME. 











































































































































































What did he think of 
my statement’earlier? 





IM 
SORRY 
TO KEEP 
You 
WAITING. YOU'RE 
~ DONE? 


IT'S FINE, 
TI HAVE 
SOME TASK 
TO FINISH. 


KITAGAWA. 


WHERE'S 
KASI- 
WARA- 
SAN? 












sO 
HE WANTED 
TO LEARN 
FROM US HOW 
TO GET ALONG 
WITH HIS. 
BOYFRIEND? 















IT WAS A 











SURPRISE 

TO KNOW SOUNDS 

THAT HE'S RIDICULOUS, 
ALSO TRYING BUT THAT WAS 
TO CHANGE. HIS REASON. 









"e, 


LOOKS LIKE THERE'S A 

EVERYBODY CONNECTION, 
WITHIN THE RIGHT? 
GROUP WILL 

HAVE A 

BOYFRIEND 
ONE AFTER 
ANOTHER. 


I GUESS. 










: 
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I THINK 


. TOMITA-SAN 
HAD A TALK 
WITH HIM. 
ONE OF 
THE GUYS 
WE MET AT 
THE INN... 
? 
WHAT 
DO YOU 
MEAN? 





WHAT? 


\ A COL- 

LEAGUE 
Just 
APOLO- 
GIZED 

TO Me. 





WE SHOULD 
ASK HIM 
V ABOUT IT 
NEXT TIME. 


WHEN YOU EARLIER... 
SAID THAT 
I BELONG 


TO YOU... 













YOUR 
DECLARATION 
SENT SHIVERS 

DOWN MY SPINE. 





his real intention was... 









































































































































































































































DO MY 
BEST. 












| know for sure now 
that Natsume-san shares 
the same feelings. 





I'm getting 
closer to being: 


We'll do our 
best together! 


EXP) 


















: V/ } 

i Gey PACE ma) 
pestle 
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KITAGAWA 









AND 
TOMITA?: 


WAITING 


By THE 
PASSAGEWAY 
ON THE EAST 

TERRACE. 





WELL, 
IT WAS QUITE 
CAPABLE OF 
CARRYING THE 
CONVERSATION T DON'T MIND 
BACK THERE. ACTUALLY... 


BuT 
KITAGAWA- 
SAN HASN'T 

REACHED 
THAT STAGE, 
HUH? 


NONE- 
THELESS, 


YOU'RE 
WAITING 
FOR HIM TO 
SAY AND DO 
SOMETHING, 
AREN'T YOU? 










yao 











IT DEPENDS I COULD 






ON HOW SEE IT IN 
KITAGAWA-SAN HIS FACE 
TAKES IT. THAT NIGHT. 


HE THOUGHT 
ABOUT IT. 





5 









HOW WILL 
HE REACT...? 


‘VN: The night after the confrontation 





"TM GLAD 
WE CAN TALK.” 


IN THE 
END, YOU 
TWO ARE 
WORRYING 





»cAN WE 
po IT AGAIN 
TONIGHT? 


I WAS GOING 
TO ASK HIM 
IF WE COULD 
BE TOGETHER 
TONIGHT. 


e was done 
Mein work 
ater al 


0 


WELL, OF 
COURSE. 


NIGHTS IN 
A ROW. 


BuT 
I'M FINE, 
IT DOESN'T 
HURT. 


stop staring 





WITH 
ALL THAT 


HAPPENED, 
I OION'T THINK 








ALTHOUGH 
I'VE BEEN 
MEANING 
TO DO THAT 
FOR A WHILE 
NOW. 


Is IT 
REALLY 
OKAY FOR 
ME TO 
CALL YOUR 
FIRST 
NAME? 


I'M SORRY 
FOR BEING 
RUDE... 
































LAK 





we 


I.didn’t mind it 
when Saito-san 
called mé:by 

an \ 

My first name. 

ae 
ee 
























$ not like 
~~ everything is going ° 
smoothly all the time. 


i 


<< 
LEE Although Kaji, LO 
seemed to be taken 


aback by it, YX. 


vA 
Se 





fe ee 
Y ESN 
HE DOESN'T Lo : 
DOUBT a HE'S WAY 
ME AT ALL. [ TOO HUMBLE! 
7 a 





= Howe dortuikue /B 
Awe eD Ew, — PoPt7, 


Spectal Thanx, #25N4% and you. 


Thank you very much! @) 
HF you enjoyed the story, I'm very grateful. 


Nakata Akiva 
Special thanks to my editor N-sama, and you. 


lalso drink anything, 
7S 








Booze? | 
drink anything: 


If there. But | often choose 
curmerei brand whiskey and soda, 
Marne ey like, 
Il drink ¢ for 


\ think im quite 
astrong drinker 


AT FIRST, 
I TURNED 
THEM DOWN 
BECAUSE 

eae YOu TOLD 
THEM ALONE. Se Ne 
INVITE NATSUME-SAN 
DURING THE TRIP’S 
FREE HOURS, 
BUT IN THE END, THE 
THREE OF YOU WENT 
TOGETHER, HUH? 





HAVE AN 
APPOINT- 
MENT WITH 
I KINDA SOMEONE 
FELT SORRY ELSE? 
FOR THEM... 


THAT THE 
‘THREE OF 
THEM 
WOULD GO 
TOGETHER. 


NEXT TIME, 
LET'S GO 
SOMEWHERE 
TOGETHER, BUT IT WAS 
THE FOUR FINE, BECALISE 
IN THE END 
I HELPED THEM 
TAKE A PICTURE. 


S& 
thaita it to 





“you 
LooK 

\ stupiD 
“WHEN 


ACTUALLY 
W_THINKS 11'S Cute, 


USUALLY, 


HE WOKE UP 
FIRST AND 
WATCHED 
ME SLEEP, 
THEN TEASED 
WHEN I 
AWOKE... 


\, WHEN HE WOKE UP 
x 


AT THE HOTEL. 





Y N 
BYRBEFCEWES ! 


Thank you very much! 








‘Cae 





BIE IZO 





ZISRERO 


2021415 40) WR FEAT | CARENBELLD 


























2EO FAP +5 
HIS R m 
Sap MatAtt sy it 


7112-8580 RRABSTRRBR1—2—-12 

sk 03 (3815) 1521 ({¥) 

Hx #4 00110-8-174056 

AS—ENa] ARBRE EMBIR BRENATtA RAM HILAIRE 
BACT SRBLTHOEIN, B-. BT - ATBEORBRMOOKUKS, 
TMAS ACME REAL T [FBS] SUICBEO TEAL. AUNAIBICT 
BROBAWCLET. GL. ABSCCMADASSMO BA CASA. 


ARO-BEFCSLBE RM GM «BS (E—-) FSCS, HETBOSN 
Bae. peated ea 








ISBN978-4-8322-9156-0 


ili (MI ll oo 
9784832290235 
|| or 


ei: CDF} | | 








4, j 
IK 








































1 


COORDINATOR = GWENDAL VON VOLTAIRE 
SCANNER = GWENDAL VON VOLTAIRE 
TRANSLATOR s FLIRTINGWITHDISASTER 
TOR : WOLFRAM VON BIELEFELD 
\OOFREADER = HANAZONO HIKARI 








YU 
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THANK YOU 
VERY MUCH. 
I'M GLAD 
TO BE OF 
ASSISTANCE. 


I EXPECTED 
SOMETHING LIKE 
THIS SO I TOLD 
THE PEOPLE OF 

THE DEVELOPMENT 

TEAM TO OPEN UP 

THEIR SCHEDULES 
TONIGHT. 





WELL 
THEN, WE'RE 
ASSUMING THAT 
YOU WILL USE 
OUR COMPANY'S 
PLAN THIS: 
YEAR, TOO, 


IS THIS 
CORRECT? 


Yyyyyifi4 J 
Ye LL 


TAVIS. 
SS 


rs 


YES, I'LL 


Kitacawa- LEAVE IT 
KUN. TO YOU, 


THIS MAY 
SEEM A BIT 
RUSH, BUT 
HOW ABOUT 

A DRINK 
TONIGHT? 


ARE YOU 
Busy? 

















mt | 


\ I'M NO 


i \ / MATCH 
IT's AN do \ HERE, LETME TO YOU, 
HONOR. Oya? | INTRODUCE 


0 
Hane A YOUTO MY 
FAVORITE SHOP, 
TONIGHT AT 
a 7PM, 


N \ / 
| 4s y 
EXPECTED 
OF KITA- 
pip you GAWA-SAN! 
See IT 
COMING? SS 





arctan! 












































WELL, 
YEAH. 





BRING ALONG [\ 
AT LEAST 2-3 \\ 
PEOPLE FROM WeLL 

THE DEVELOPMENT THEN, \ 
DEPARTMENT TONIGHT \ Jf 
WHEN YOU GO ITs. \ f 
BACK TO THE \\ 


OFFICE. F bis 3 




















i 
Sales Kitagawa 
Department's Ryouno, 
ace for fe) 26 years old, 


000000000 





| ° 
| | 4yeas. 16 5 
ome) 

oe oS 21 OU) 

| Fa | age 

| | chiara) 28H 


Kita- | Sho- ida- 
gawa | goku | gawa 























i] 
Inoue | 














EXCUSE ME, 
T'LL BE OUT 
FOR A WHILE. 





he's hiding 
= a big secret. 




















I NEED TO 
DO IT 
EVERYDAY, 
YOU KNOW? 


Despite his 
handsome 
appearance 
and easy-to- 
approach 
personality, 
the truth is, 

























FIRST HALF 
OF THE YEAR 
AND YOU'RE 
RUNNING: 
AHEAD OF 
OTHERS 
ALREADY, 
KITAGAWA! 








rOVNYS 


I'VE BEEN 
DEALING 

G WITH THIS 
BLUSHING 
DISORDER / 
FOR ALONG = 

\\ TIME NOW.* S 





AM I GONNA 
° BE OKAY?! IS 
MY FACE RED?! 


BUT 
TFEEL 
LIKE ITS — 
GETTING 
WORSE... 





IT WASN'T 
EVEN LIKE 
THIS WHEN 
TFIRST 
CAME HERE, 








...unexpectedly 
a chicken- 
hearted man. 


iy, 


THAT 
was 
THE BUSINESS cals ea 
TALK TOOK SO Bele 
LONG, AND WHEN 
I CAME BACK 
THEY SHOWERED 
ME WITH PRAISES. 



































T/N: Blushing disorder or Erythromania. If you look up on the net, 


it seems like it's a mania for blushing or enthusiasm for blushing. 




































| | 
L\ 1} 
MI] 
\ re ’ 
\\ sy Actually, I'm not: 
\\ bg | suitable for the 
\ Sales Department. 
“ THIS IS 
i. i TERRIBLE. because Im 
| such an introvert. 
a 











That's why | always'do 


I'M EVEN 
my very best at work. 


COUGHING 
NOW. 


| thought | improved, 
but to tell the truth, 


|am aware of how my female 
colleagues look at me. 





Eventually, | became 
the top employee, 
and learned to mask 
myself with a smile. 

















T CAN HEAR 
YOUR COUGHING 

IN THERE! ARE aT THs 

YOU OKAY?! Pon. 









MAYBE IT'S 
BACKFIRING 
NOW... 








RS 


DISTURBING 
ME IN MY 











WELL 





SA 





Sy 


SF 


SS 


—S 


BUSINESS 


) 
ye 


== 


WITH THE 





TOILET, 
OBVIOUSLY... 


























THEN 
HURRY 
up! 
NESS? 


a 
fy 
= 
a 






I HAVE 
BUSINESS 
THERE! 































NATSUME-SAN 
FROM THE 
DEVELOPMENT 
TEAM... 









THE 
LOVERBOY 

FROM SALES 
DEPARTMENT, 
HUH... 








YOU'RE 
HAVING 

DIARRHEA, 
TOO? 


SAYING 
“DIARRHEA” 
THE 
SECOND HE 
SAW ME... 


HOW 
VULGAR. 









The hope of 
Development 
department 
€ with 2 years 
seniority, 
ee? Natsume-san... 








S eur i 
tanks \ | ae oe 
70 THAT, aS one 
I GAINED \ 
‘MY COM- 
= POSURE, 
THE . 
eae lim not good at / 
BORN: a handiing{snide / he 
700. Temarks'like that: 2 













































It seems like 
he hates me but 
don't:know why. 
























































THESE 
PEOPLE 
FROM THE 
DEVELOP- 
MENT 
DEPART- 
MENT 
ARE FREE 
TONIGHT. 
Me 


PLEASED 
TO MEET 
you. 


OH, SO 
YOU'RE 
NATSLIME- 
KUN. 


I HEARD 
YOU'RE 
SKILLED AT 
PROGRAM- 
MING. 


We're from different 
departments 'and meet up. 
sometimes’ so whatever, 
it may, be. 

















BUT SINCE 
HE CAME, 
MAYBE HE 
REALLY GOES 
TO THIS KIND 
OF PLACE. 


I'M TALKING TO 

YOU, LOVERBOY, 

AND THE SHORTY 
OVER THERE! 


JUST LIKE 
WHAT I'VE 
HEARD ABOUT 
YOUR 
PERSONALITY, 


IS NATSUME- 
SAN THE TYPE 
TO GOTO 
THIS KIND OF 
PLACE? 


ARE YOU 
DOING? 


THEY ARE 
CALLING US 
NOW, SO 
DON'T MAKE 
THEM WAIT. 


YOU'RE 
DOING: 
GREAT 
NATSLIME- 
KUN, 
EVEN 
KITAGAWA'S 





HMM, WELL 
YEAH. I'VE 
BEEN IN HIS 
CARE FOR THE 
PAST YEAR 





| 


THOUGH 
IT'S MY 
FIRST TIME 
MEETING i 
HIM. 


THEY SAID 
HE'S FAMOUS: 
FOR BEING 














WORKING 
DILIGENTLY IS 


MAYEE HE'S 
LIKE THAT TO 
EVERYONE. 








war's 

WITH THAT 

HE'S 60 ATTITUDE?! 
ANNOYING! 
































\ 


= Natsume- 
= san and | 





lf 


have 
the same 
complex?! 










































































AT TIMES 
LIKE THIS, 
I'D PRO- 
BABLY BE 
STANDING 
IN FRONT OF 
THE TOILET 

NOW... 


o> 
yy eC 


































































































SL ACTUALLY a 


= — —— 
FEEL RELAXED 

WHEN HE'S IN | f/* E Es 
FRONT OF ME... = 


WHAT ARE you ot 
LOOKING AT? ine 


THIS... 























Wejhaven't talked properly, 


~ butihis presence feels 
‘ this, basically. 


MENTION IT. 
T HAD FUN 
AS WELL. 


FORWARD 
TO WORKING 


GOOD 
WORK, 


EVERYONE. 


I'M GOING 
NOW. 








WE LOOK 
FORWARD 
TO WORKING 


COMING WITH 
Us TODAY. 


I'M GLAD 
THEY ENJOYED 
OUR COMPANY 

AS WELL, 





GUY WOULD 
JUST STAY LATE 


TO WORK IN 
\ THE OFFICE... 
R 





CHICKEN 
CUISINE IS 
OuR 





SPECIALTY. 


SINCE YOU DIFFERENT 
GUYS ARE SERVICES 
60 GO0D- AT THIS 
LOOKING~ HOUR, 


INVITING: 
CUSTOMERS 
LIKE THAT... 









IS 
ILLEGAL. 


I Just 
ACCIDENTALLY 
BUMPED 
INTO HIM! 








NATSU- 
ME-SAN! [a 


] wHatever PN J 
} You WaNT. FA 











WE NEED 
TO TALK 
ABOLIT WORK 
AS WELL, 











Maybe Natsume-s: 
does things 


Which reminds me, 

he was worried when 

| was coughing hard 
(in the restroom). 


so he's 
a bit awkward 
to be with. 










said that. 


Transfer order 
for the following 
personnel: 


Sales Department 
Kitagawa Ryouno 









transfer to the 
Corporate Planning 
Department 

as of today. 








HE EVEN 
CUTS 
HIMSELF 
OFF FROM 
OTHERS 
IN OUR 
DEPART- 


















THAT GUY 
LOVES HIS 
WORK VERY 


Even Natsume- 
san's colleague 





PROBABLY 
THEY ARE 
NEEDED IN 
A COMPANY, 












Perhaps Natsume-san 
will be the same as well. 







A 


But if we end up greeting each 
other in a sarcastic way again... 


| feel like | can respond 
differently this time. 


~ 





My time in Z 
——-— the office = 
===——  willbealot= 


































































MY GRANDMA 
IN HEAVEN! 






































I'M KITAGAWA, 
TRANSFERRING 
HERE TODAY! => 




















PLEASED TO 
MEET YOU ALL! 








YOU SEE, 
THOSE 2 ARE 
EXCELLENT 
EMPLOYEES 
AS WELL. 


EXCUSE 
MYSELF 
FOR A BIT. 
SOMETHING 


HM? YOU'RE 
GOING TO THE 
RESTROOM? 


WELCOME, 
KITAGAWA | 


YOU GUYS 

PREPARED 

FOR THIS. 
THANK YOU, 


WORRIED IF 
IT Is You. 


GIVING ME 
TOO MUCH 




















GEEZ, I 
NEVER KNEW 
THAT THIS 
RESTROOM 
WILL BE THE 
FARTHEST 
FROM MY 
NEW OFFICE.. 













THERE ARE 
ALOT MORE 
FEMALE 
EMPLOYEES 
THAN I 
THOUGHT... 


DEALING 
WITH 
GIRLS... 























. F 2 Se 
RN  \ ARS BES 
( 


S 4 












LISTEN TO 
YOURSELF... 


Pats 














j AREN'T YOU ne 
WORKING / . 
TOO MUCH? 












































Al 
SHUT UP, IN A PERFECT 
PHYSICAL CONDITION. 
CONDITION AND 
EMERGENCIES 
LIKE THAT ARE 
DIFFERENT! 


DIARRHEA! 


_—— 


Se. 





A WHILE AGO, 


| BUT NOW I'VE 
CALMED DOWN, 
\ 


NOW WE'RE 
NEIGHBORS. 
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WOULD 
YOU LIKE 
SOME? 





I'm eating in 
front of the 
company's most 
popular hunk, 
Kitagawa 
Ryouno. 














We never 
had a proper 
conversation 
up until lately, 










HOW'S THE 
WORK IN THE 
PLANNING 
DEPARTMENT? 





















and now 
things 
like this are 
frequently 
happening 
after he was 
transferred 
next to our 
department. 





va 





THEY ARE 
PEOPLE FROM see 
SALES DEPART- Me THE 
MENT OFTEN way AND 
ASK ME FOR pies 
HELP, 100. 17'S Cae 
TOO MUCH. ‘ 





\ A CUSTOMER 
DON'T IHADA 
SACRIFICE SS CONTRACT WITH 
YOUR . COMPLAINED 
ABOUT MY 
SUDDEN 
TRANSFER. 


THERE'S 
NO WAY 
I COULD 
TURN THEM 
DOWN. 








THAT'S NOT 
WHAT T MEANT. THAT'S REALLY 
IF YOU BREAK KIND OF YOU, 
DOWN, YOU'LL NATSUME-SAN, 
BOTHER THE BUT I AM 


DOING FINE. 


PEOPLE 
AROUND YOU. 





THEN 
TLL GO 











WHAT A 


COMPLETE - 
Trans- | > 
FORMATION. 
x Pee 








BUT I'M SURE 
HE WON'T EVEN 
NOTICE IT 
WITHOUT MY 
TELLING HIM... 


/ I can't believe... 
Ve 


/4 





/ 


hat Iive.had my 
eyesfonfyou ever since 
youlcame here. 


























































































































4 years 
ago. 
i ri 
WH UGH, jf, 
| i ? fi 
| 
a SHIT... i ode ay 
ARE YOU {= f STOMACH 
ALRIGHT? | 4 . HURTS. 
| 
HAVE | ‘ 
S TO TAKE THE | 
: FARTHEST | 
(= CUBICLE yo 
y; AGAIN... ~Ge 














TM FINE, 


PLEASE $0 JUST 
FORGIVE P LEAVE ME 
ME. 





CAN SMELL 
WEIRDNESS 
FROM 
THIS GUY... 














(&) T/N: They nave the same kanji in their names. 











IN THE SALES SOME- 
DEPARTMENT ONE 
WHO HAS THE 
SAME NAME* 
ASID0? 






THERE WAS 
A PHONE CALL 
FOR YOU. CALL 
THEM BACK. 










NAH, SAME 

IDON'T NAME... 

KNOW ANY. — gyou? 
MUST BE 

ANEWEIE. 




















TM 


MAYBE I'LL 
LOOK HIM 
UP IN THE 
RECORDS. 


Afterwards, | found out that his 
name is pronounced "Ryouno'. 








Itwas fun to see him 
gradually changing. 





HE'LL BE QUITE 
THE HUNK AFTER 
SOME POLISHING |__ 

FOR SURE. 






Kitagawa is... 














































He's not my type 
and he's only 
interested in girls, 
and that makes 
me at ease. 










IT'S BEEN A 
WHILE SINCE 
I FINISHED ON 
Excuse TIME, LET'S 
“ nah\ ean HOME. 
p 
. Mx 
; hf 
i 
ume | 












b SHUT DOWN 








the epitome 
of what | look 
for in a man! 




















The only one 
who knows my 
sexual preference 
is my co-worker, 









































Tomita. 
Kitagawa 
and | passed 
by each other 
ocassionally, 
and it was all 
but my good to me, 
greed 
came out 
that day. 






























16 THERE 
ANYONE 
WHO IS FREE 
TONIGHT? 
MAYBE TWO 
OR MORE... 








ALWAYS WITH 
KITAGAWA... 
















































































WE ARE 

HAVING 
DINNER WITH 
SOME OF OUR 
4 “s BUSINESS 
PARTNERS. 











KITAGAWA- 
SAN AND I 
ARE GOING... 























ARE YOU 
FREE 
TONIGHT, 
TOMITA?, 




















TM FREE IF 

YOU DON’T 
GIVE ME 

MORE WORK. 





ALRIGHT, 
TAKE ME 
ALONG WITH 
YOU TO 
THE DINNER: 
FORCEFULLY. 




































But 
somehow, 
| don't want 
the person 
lam 
interested in 
think badly 
of me. 






































































































































That was 
why | went 
home early 
that night... 


=CO000Xx7 




















and | don't 




















really mind 

what other 

people think 
of me... 








that | 
am not 
friendly, 














AND NOW WE 
ARE SEEING 
EACH OTHER 
EVERYDAY... 

































































































































































































































I HEARD 
YOU HAD 
LUNCH WITH 
KITAGAWA~ 
































THE 
FEMALES 
ARE MAKING 
: A RUCKUS 
— | agour tr, 
_\ you KNow? 








1 WAS 60 
WONDERING waar? 
ABOUT YOUR 

SUDDEN "Oy 

CHANGE 
OF HEART. 


50? YOU'RE 

INTERESTED 

IN KITAGAWA, 
RIGHT? 








APTER 

ie DRAGGING 

wee, “nee 
THIS. 


AT LEAST. 













That's right. 


This is an office. 
You have to work. 


So what if the 
guy | like is here? 








NATSUME- 




















Go / ONE SAN! 
) , AN v4 
WHAT \ \ 
is IT? 
: f _ j he 









HEY, 

KITA- 
A-AH! GAWA- 
NATSLIME- SAN... 






































This is not 
theiplace 









































































































































































































































IT's 
Just... 
THAT 
GIRL, 


GOOD AT 
DEALING WITH 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS... 


I WAS THINKING 
OF HOW TO 
REFUSE HER 

WHEN I SAW YOU 

AND SLIDDENLY 

FELT AT EASE. 














WELL, 
UNEXPECTED. 


WHAT THE-? 
JUST SAY 
IT CLEARLY, 


...We have 
the same 


> preference?! ~ 











“Ih 


sin, 
wo. HG 
Pia 
UNLIKELY 2 
HE'S THE 
_ |} 
fas / 
















ARE YOU 
GI 












aig 


le 


a 






You 
ignorant 














YOUR LACK 


OF RESPECT 
IF YOU DON'T FOR PERSONAL 
WANT THEM TO. SPACE! 
INVITE YOU, THEN 
START DISTANCING 


YOURSELF! 


| SPACE? 





DOT LACK 
THE COMMON 
SENSE FOR 

THAT? 
































If |have 









IT MIGHT 






to say BE GOOD 
some- WHEN 

thing... BUT TRY YOU WERE 

ToKeerPA a tles 

LID ON IT d 











Ley 
ZX 





surprised 

at how 
he can get \)| 
so close \ 


tome. 







He is always smiling 
and friendly to everyone. 








Because of that 









} 1 
the others feel like theyjve]been| 
working with him for yearsInowss 


\ 





so they don't see the reason 
to distance themselves from him. 








IF YOU CAN'T 
THINK OF ONE, 
JUST USE ME 
AS AN EXCUSE. 


MOST OF 
THE FEMALE 
EMPLOYEES 

LEAVE 

EARLIER 

THAN I DO. 





I HAVE 
TO CHECK 
ALL OF OUR 
WORK BEFORE SS FINISH 
I CAN FEEL 
AT EASE. 


YOU CAN'T 





ORAM I 
MAYBE THIS 1S 'MAGINING 
THE REASON THINGS? 
HE HAS ALOT 
OF FRIENDS... 


TELL HER 
YOU HAVE 
PLANS 
WITH ME 
TONIGHT. 





DRINK SOON, 


see 
=S 
Fa 
88 
Hz 

s 


















we lT'S MY 
PRINCIPLE 
NOT TO BE 
INVOLVED IN 
AN OFFICE 
LOVE 
AFFAIR! 










WILL 
YOU STOP 
CALLING ME 
WHEN 
YOU ARE 
TROUBLED? 


“yor iy 
AVE TE RARAT A 
SURPRISED, Gs | REALLY, IT'S 
00. j = SURPRISING 
Just ii 
pat | | cet icy Wy HOW He's 
16 THE 
REASON 
FOR 


I SWEAR 
IT WON'T 
GET FURTHER 





DON'T YOU 
JUST TELL 
HIM? 


I Just 
REALLY LIKE 
HIS FACE. 


Ir 
WORRIES 


RIGHT, 
Bur I's YOU REALLY 


KITAGAWA SUCK AT 
WHO GETS ROMANCE. 


CLOSER 
TO YOU, 


I NEVER 
THOUGHT 
IT WOULD 
TURN OUT 
LIKE THIS. 


IT SEEMS 
HE HAS A 
WEAK BODY. 





SPEAK OF 
THE DEVIL. 


YES, 
KUMAGAYA 
INVITED ME. 


THE SHORT 
GUY WHO WAS 
WITH ME THE 
OTHER DAY. 


WERE YOU 
DRINKING, 


SWEAT 
It. 
BUT IF IT 
WASN'T 
NEARBY, I'D 
PROBABLY 














NATSUME-SAN, 
TOMITA-SAN, 

















THE 
GUY WHO 
INVITED 
us? 


WHEN WE 
WERE ABOUT 
TO STOP AGAIN, 
“THAT THING” 
HAPPENED... 


WE ALL 
WENT HOME 
EARLY THAT 
NIGHT. SO T 
WAS HOPING 

FOR ANOTHER 
CHANCE TO 
DRINK WITH 

you... 


YOU'RE NOT 
USED TO THAT, 
ARE YOU, 
KITAGAWA? 


CABARET 
CLUB? 


OF 
COURSE! 


YOU WERE 
SO NERVOUS 
WHEN THAT LADY 
INVITED YOU! 


WHAT ARE 
YOU GETTING 


FLUSTERED 
ABOUT? 


I WAS JUST 
SURPRISED! 





ANY- ay 
THAD Way, \ 
° TOO MUCH TLL ~- 
ALREADY, pass. 
60 T'LL — 


GO HOME. 


AND T 
CAN'T DRINK 
AS MUCH 
AS YOU a 
CAN, 60... 








WELL, 
THEN, 


I HOPE 
|; II You CAN 
\ COME WITH US qT] 
NEXT TIME, 
TOMITA-SAN. 










































FEIGNED 
ASMILE 
JUST NOW. 






KITAGAWA 





I noticed 
that. 


YOU SAID 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
YOU WANT 
TO TELL ME, 





IMPORTANT 
TO ME, TO 
BE HONEST. 










ANXIETY, OR 


| 
I HAVE SOCIAL 
| SHOULD I SAY 
| 


I GET 
EMBARRASSED 
EASILY, BLUSHING | 
AND ALL... 






















I'M NOT GOOD 
AT INTERACTING 
WITH PEOPLE. 




















THE MORE I 
THINK ABOUT 
CONTROLLING IT 
IN FRONT OF 
PEOPLE, 

THE WORSE 

BUT, I FEEL AND TM eee! 
AT EASE WHEN REALLY 

YOU ARE WITH ME, TROUBLED 
NATSUME-SAN, BY IT 

LATELY. 








AT FIRST, 

I THOUGHT 
See you 

HATED ME, 



















THAT MAYBE 
I HAD AN 
ATTITUDE THAT 
RUBBED YOU 
OFF THE 
WRONG WAY... 


BUT NOW 
I AM HONESTLY 
DOING MY BEST 
EVER SINCE WE 
BECAME 
NEIGHBORS. 








WHAT 


TRYING 
TO SAY 
1S... 





































I DON'T 
REALLY 
UNDERSTAND 
IT MYSELF, 





BUT I FEEL 
LIKE I CAN BE 
MYSELF WHEN 
T AM WITH YOU, 
NATSUME-SAN. 





YOU DON'T 
KNOW WHY, 
YOU SAY?! 


WILL YOu 
STOP DOING 
THAT?! 


NATSUME- 
SAN?! 










ih 


willbe seéing the CREDIT PAGE next! 
five sThese ¢ thi ‘people wholmade it possible 
WW for you Tead this story, IN-ENGLISH. “* 


ri 
ber to say THANK YOU. _ 
yp | _Rememt 
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MINA] 
| Qn, 
y 












PLEASE 
WAIT! 





























= 
<5 
ez 
X ox 
FO 
re 
& 

ag 
iva 


NATSUME-SAN. 
T'LL BUY YOU 
A DRINK. 




















UE NWS 


fi. I GET IT. 
YOU DON'T 

HAVE THE 

INTENTION 

AND YOU'RE 


ZA NOT EVEN 
Pe | AWARE 
OF IT... 


























Why are you 
still here? 










GOOD TIMING 








TOMITA-SAN, 


TOUTE: YOU DIDN'T 
LEND ME A GO HOME? 
HAND HERE. v : 


70 


CALL A TAXI 
AND TAKE 
ME HOME: 














zee XC 


Ll 


T'LL TAKE 
YOUIHOME! 





IS FAR 
iareiaeet ANA 
ADDRESS, SO HERE. 





NATSUME- 
SAN, 
HOW'RE YOU 
FEELING? 


THE RIDE 
HOME 
MADE ME 
EVEN 





T'M SURE 
NATSUME'S 
LITTLE SISTER 
IS HOME, SO 
SHE CAN TAKE 
CARE OF HIM 
AFTERWARDS. 


THIG 1S 
QUITE 
SPAC/- 
OUS... 








stop 
ACTING LIKE 
A CHILD. 
JUST LOOK 
AT YOu, 
YOU CAN'T re 
EVEN STAND Beta 
ON YOUR | 
OWN. ~ 































HANG 
IN THERE 
ALITTLE 





I'M SURE 
TOMITA-SAN 
WOLLD 
HAVE DONE 
A BETTER 
JOB... 












AND HE 


KNOWS THE 
he prefers YOLINGER 
to depend on SISTER AS 


Tomita-san... 
































WELCOME... 














WZ 












































And now 
I'm inside 
his room! = s 


[. 


Baa? 








PLEASE WAIT, 
T'LL BRING YOU 
SOME TEA, 
KITAGAWA-SAN. 


AH, YOU 
DON'T 
HAVE TO... 








CARING FOR 
ME JUST 
LIKE HER 





NATSUME-SAN 
Ane 
JUNIOR LIKE ME, 
ey 
psisicees key 
DEER ENT. 
DEPARTMENT. 


$0 He 
FEELS LIKE 
TAKING 
ane ce 
THERE 
DID HE 
pole ysid 


FRAME? 





TZ 
ang : : 


» 
yy 
4 


mM) 


A POINT, 
CONSIDERING 
TEVEN 
FOLLOWED 


HIM TO THE 
CAFETERIA... 


HOW 
ARE YOU ARE YOU 
STILL FEELING? 




















Bol 
ges 
ANY 

280 
QvE 


WW 
QQ 

MY ZS 
5 SOO \ 














Natsume- ~ 
san 
and | just 


WS 
kissed! J 


7 a y 

















COULD BE SO 
VULNERABLE, 



































SN 















































































































































































































































There's no 
doubt that 
he recognized 
me even in 
his sleep... 


And 
doing 
this 


while my 
mind is filled 
with thoughts 

of him... 






















































































Spacing out ———__————. — 






































































KITAGAWA- 
GAWA- 
SAN. 
\ 
KITAGAWA- 
SAN. 
y 
Ws EH... / AREN'T YOU 
sient Take YOUR AH! 
LUNCH LUNCH? Y-YES?! 
TIME? g 
NATSUME-SAN rs 
I can't HAS ALREADY UNUSUAL 
- i GONE TO THE 
_ face him CAFETERIA FOR YOU TO 
after what oe 
happened SAN 
yesterday... 





























RECENTLY 
YOU TWO 
ALWAYS 
LUNCH 
TOGETHER, 
NO? 





T'M THINKING 
OF BUYING 
FROM THE 

CONVENIENCE 

STORE. 


































I THOUGHT 
YOU WENT 

TO THE 
Ea CAFETERIA, 
ss | —NATSLME- 


SAN? 











KITAGAWA- 
SAN, 
ARE YOU 
OKAY?! 





I CHANGED ( FINE. 
MY MIND... 







































the 
calmness 
MK} that | felt 
whenever 
he's 
TM around... 
SORRY ABOLIT 
LAST NIGHT. 














I'M SURE 
YOU PAID FOR 
THE TAXI. 
HOW MLICH 


DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT THAT 


THIS IS WHY 
I DIDN'T GO 
TO THE 


CAFETERIA... 


JUST HOW 
MUCH DO YOU 
REMEMBER... 
ABOUT LAST 




























a 


I'S BETTER 
TO JUST LET 
ME KNOW 
WHAT'S ON 
YOUR MIND, 



































y 





























q's KITAGAWA- 
OKAY. SAN, 
AREN'T YOU 
GOING TO 4 
eet TILL PASS BLY LUNCH? Z 
TODAY... 7 '@ 
aN 
= ‘ i \ 
fi, \ 
a AS SS 
za s 

















WHAT 
DID HE 
7 MEAN? 
IS HE 
BETTER TELLING 
70 BE ME 
BOTHERED THAT 
BY ITH IT16 
ARGH... 
MY FACE 
1S HOT! 


ANP RIGHT 
AFTER 
ITOLD HIM 
THAT I FEEL 
AT EASE 
WHEN HE'S 
WITH ME! 











Io 


THAT, 
DION'T I? 


BUT THAT 
EXPRESSION... 











HE SAID THAT 
HE OFTEN PASSED 
HERE DURING HIS 

SMOKE BREAK... 


BuT 
THE ACTUAL 
SMOKING 
AREA IS FAR 
FROM HERE, 


THINKING BACK, 
THAT WAS WHEN 
WE STARTED 


TALKING TO 
EACH OTHER... 














THINKING 


LIKE THIS 
AT THE 
OFFICE 
REALLY 
PUTS A 
TOLL ON 











BUT IT WILL 























BE ALOT ME... wa 
HARDER... wer 
\ 
u 3 
= 
1. 
7 y 
ALRIGHT. HERE, NO 
( —_~ Hane NEED TO 
You REMEMBER 
| FOR a ANYTHING, 
YOUR A ™ so 
yy, HARD | Goop (MY PLEASE 
work. | WORK . Just 
TODAY. Review [ 
OH, mas, A 











AND RIGHT 
NOW, 

NATSUME- I MADE A 
SAN IS. MISTAKE ON 
TRYING TO THE CONTRACT 
FIX THE YOU HANDED 

ISSUE. OVER TO ME... 

















Natsume- 
san...? 


THE 
THERE'S NO SHARED 
GUARANTEE HARD 
THAT THE DISK IS 
REST OF THE DEAD... 
DATA WERE 
SAVED. 





BUT WE 

HAVE TO 

DELIVER 
IT BY 


TOMOR- 





IF THINGS 


























: END THAT N 
\ LO way, TLL Wh | ¥ How 
\ / GO WITH SS TLL ABOUT 
YOU... APOLOGIZE THE 
10 THE DEVE- 
a4 K MANAGER... Lop- 
vs ZA\ f / MENT 
y f MANA- 
| Va, IF THE \ ? 
# ef WORST GERE 
if f HAPPENS, LO 
ff OF T/LL TAKE / if)’ 1 ‘fb 
of a COURSE “| RESPONSIBILITY Ul ZL 
— You FOR | 
(GRANEMA: WILL. A evervtHine. L VE Wy 3 
“| A 
I'LL BE y 
NEEDING 
YOUR HELP 2 
AGAIN... yy 7 
/ re 
/ f 
xa) 
Be ~ <8) MY LUCKY 
D De CHARM 1S 
MISSING?! }} 


WHAT 
ARE YOU | 
DOING?! Hun? 


MAKING 
SUCH A 
RUCKUS... 





DOESN'T 

EVEN 
BOTHER ff 
TOLOOK =f Y, 





Just as 
| thought... 


lam 
really... 








You will|be seeing Ltal= 
- sat hé\peo eople 
forjyou tojread|thisistory, 
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"PLEASE 
GO AHEAD, 
SIR, IT WILL 

BE FINE. 
TLL SEND 

YOU THE 
copy 
TONIGHT.” 















































Ks) 
ITS 9, 
Hilt... 
NO, ITS 
ALREADY —— 
9:03... 
CAN ay 
IFINISH 
\ THIS ON 
TIME? 
7 AFTERALL / : : | 
THAT BIG Jo oe 
TALK... of : 
THIS 1S BAD. : : | 
Le i 
- _ 
r4 HM. 
fe us 









I'LL HAVE 
JUST ONE 
SMOKE... 


Vy 
"NAT SUME-SAN, 
= KUMAGAYA-SAN 
SENT SOME 
ie REFRESHMENTS...” -= 


i >) ; 





























lused my 
drunkness 
as an 

| excuse to 
kiss him 

(though it 
was too 
sudden). 














With the 
intention 
of making 
Kitagawa 
realize 
what he did 
without letting 
him know 
my feelings, 





| feel so 
stupid... 











"1 DON'T 
REALLY 
MIND IT.” 








I COULDN'T 
FINO THE 
COURAGE TO 
FACE HIM... 


eer 71 


Ican 
understand 
his shock, 

but... 


AFTER 
THAT... 
IT'S LIKE 
EVERYTHING 
1S BACK TO 
NORMAL, 





IT's 
NOWHERE 
TO BE 
FOUND, 
SHALL KITAGAWA- 
WE CONTINUE SAN. 
LOOKING FOR IT 
TOMORROW? 








I DON'T MIND. 

I KNOW THAT IT'S 
IMPORTANT TO YOU. 
BUT LOOK AT THE 
TIME, ITS ALREADY 
THis LATE. 


Z | MAKING YOU 
DINNER AND 


STAY UP 
THEN HEAD 


HOME 
AFTER? 


I CAN'T 
GO YET. 


T'LL ESCORT 
YOU TO THE 
STATION. 





EVERYTHING "T'M NO.GOOD 








WILL BE FINE "1 See” WHEN IT:cOMES 
IN THE 4 . TO WOMEN ius 
DEVELOPMENT $ hee 
DEPARTMENT ° wenrue 
\ o | oe Q GOING 
\—e~ NATSUME-SAN 7O RUN 
f IS GIVING 4 ey aE 
HIS BEST! i BERORED 
BUT I Y 
, CAN'T — 
\ Just { | 
Leave IS HE ] 
\ THINGS \ / LOOKING 
. AS THEY FOR SOME- || 
ARE... 3 THING...? 
x 
\\o) v iO 





































































































































































































S-SHALL WE 
YOU DO GOINOWS 


LOOK TIRED, 
KITAGAWA- 
SAN. 

IT WORRIES 
ME, TOO... 


OBVIOUSLY... 
TELL ME 
AHEAD OF TIME 
IF YOU REALLY 
NEED HELP. 
I WAS 
ENJOYING MY 
DRINK, YOU 
KNOW?! 
SMOKING! 


— 


I TOLD 
You, 
T’M FINE! 

WELL 

THEN, 
WE ARE 

GOING, 

NATSUME- 
SAN! 
LATER! 





WELL, 
OF COURSE! 

IT's TIME 

ALREADY! 

I DID NOT 

WILL YOU STOP MESS UP! 
COMPLAINING? AND LASTLY, 


SO ANNOYING... / I DIDN'T KNOW 
THAT YOU ARE 
IN TROUBLE! 


WHAT 
CAN I DO?! 


WHAT IS 
THIS GUY 
SAYING?! 


THAT WAY, 
IT WOULDN'T 
HAVE KISSED 


ALCOHOL... 

SOMETHING 

LIKE THAT 
SHOULD JUST 
VANISH FROM, 
THIS WORLD. 

















STOP 
COMPLAINING. 
YOU WENT 
HOME EARLY 
ANYWAY. 


LET'S JUST 
HAVE A DRINK 
AFTER YOUR 
WORK IS DONE. 












































YOU REALLY 
ARE A 
COMPLETE 


FOOL, 
OUTSIDE OF 
WORK... 














THEN, HERE... 
I'M NOT SURE 
IF THIS IS 
ENOUGH FOR 
TWO, THOLIGH. 





| DON'T JusT 













GO BARGING 
IN HERE! 
YOU KNOW AH! YOU 
YOUR LUNGS = ¢typip! 

CAN'T 





HANDLE IT... 


CAPABLE. 











GIVE ME 
A BREAK. 
STOP MAKING 


ME LOOK LIKE 
YOUR LOVER, 


AFTER HIM! 


AND SINCE 

T ALREADY 

HAD DINNER, 
OR DRINK TO 
BE EXACT... 


I BROUGHT 
SOME ONIGIRI. 
PLEASE EAT. 


SS 





HE'S 
OBVIOUSLY 
GONNA MAKE 
ME PAY 
FOR THIS... 


No matter 
how hard 
you try to be 

cooperative. 


ee T'LL 
CONTINUE 
WORKING 

ON THE 
RESTORA- 
TION. 

















Onigiriky op 


Measly 








ANOTHER 
UNUSUAL 
REACTION. 


SORRY FOR 
MAKING YOU a ’ 
BUY THESE... I DON'T 


KNOW 
ANYMORE. 


BUT YOU 
CAN GO 
HOME NOW. 
AREN'T YOU 


I UNDERSTAND 
YOUR WORRY 
SINCE IT'S THE 
BUT WE'LL PROJECT YOU 
MANAGE WORKED ON 
\EHOW, BEFORE, 


SOMI ; 
SINCE TOMITA'S 
HERE NOW 
AS WELL, 









WITH 
YOU HERE, 
IAM 











COMPLETELY 
DISTRACTED. 










1 hate 
bringing up 
things like this 
at the office. 


















I'M REALLY 
SORRY ABOUT 
THAT KISS. 








I FEEL LIKE TF POSSIBLE, 
f I'S BETTER 
En EeNe FOR YOU TO 
DRAGGED 
Just FORGET 












AROUND IN 
CIRCLES... ili 
T HATE IT, 
























I'M 
SORRY, 


«AM T 
DRAGGING 
you 
AROUND? 


BUT AFTER 
BEING TOLD 
TO KEEP MY 
DISTANCE, 
T STILL 
DON'T KNOW 
WHAT TO DO. 





IT 
FEELS 
LIKE... 





I AM THE 
VICTIM HERE... Pd 


I STILL DON'T 7. N 
KNOW WHY 


\ 
. ) 

SOMETHING ate N\\) 

LIKE THAT = 

HAPPENED... 










































I'M SORRY. 
T'M MAKING 
MYSELF THE 
VICTIM... 








I... 
WAS JUST 
THINKING 
OUT LOUD. 

















+ WHOA! 




















MY HEAD 


SUDDENLY 
HURTS... 






































YOURSELF, 
DIDN'T I? 








am 


_. F | \ 
Su” 




















ILIKE HIS 
SLEEPING 
FACE, TOO... 


BUT OF 
COURSE, 
OBVIOUSLY! | 


YOU WANT 
TO KNOW, 


NT 
SEEM LIKE THATS 7 
THE CASE NOW. MONEE 





If | tell you, 


will you 
be able to 
answer? 

















| ‘ | I ASSUME H 


























J I DON'T Wwe YOU WON'T 
. KNOW... | WAKE HIM UP. 
<< : TO CATCH THE 
— 2 | LAST TRAIN? 
| 7 U : = 
\ ve f/f i JE - 
( @ WHERE 
V f aia DOES / 


ees : HE LIVE aa 
2 \ AGAIN? = 


Did Tomita oR You 
notice it? = |__-< WV DON'T 


Ay j\ means 







































































PASSING 


i OUT...7 

















a 
i 
wMORE , \’ 

LIKE Ni 
FALLING \ 
ASLEEP... may 

YF 
hk 
x 
u Won XN 


¥ 
\ \ 
\ Vi 
AH, I'M 
STILL... 





LOOKING FOR 
SOMETHING. 




















Do You 

REMEMBER se a 
PASSING | m4 

Our? 











Tl PM NOW, 
CAN YOU 
CATCH THE 
LAST TRAIN? 






























































LOOK FOR 
My LUCKY 
I STILL HAD CHARM... 
IT WITH ME 
YESTERDAY. 
BUT NOW I 
CAN'T FIND IT 
ANYWHERE. 


Wl a - 


ow. Yj yi 
WY 
‘ 4s oe 
Kos | , 
Nk OY Xo 
\ 7 
\! 
\ 
OH, RIGHT. 
en YOu WERE 
SHE Was LOOKING FOR 
HELPING cone te 
Me WITH THAT 
GIRL... 





I PROBABLY 
LOST IT AT 
THAT BAR 

OR LEFT IT IN 

THE TAXI... 







PLEASE 
STOP 
THAT... 








I MISSED HOTEL?! 
THE LAST 
YOU DION'T 
GO HOME 
YESTERDAY? 





: TILL TELL 
J (AX | my sister THE HOTEL 
¢ ly I STAYED 


THE OTHERS, 
IF YOU STILL 
HAVE THE 
RECEIPTS- 


STAND 
PROPERLY... 
















IT FEELS LIKE 
THE FIRST TIME 
I MET YOU... 






DO 
YOU LIVE 
ALONE? 











IF YOU'RE 
LIVING WITH 
SOMEONE, TRY 
CONTACTING 






NOTHING. 
IF YOU'RE GOING 
TO LOOK FOR IT 
THEN T’'LL LEND 
YOU A HAND. 








THERE IS 
NOTHING 
THAT 
YOU OWE 
ME FOR! 









I OWE YOU 
ONE FROM 
YESTERDAY. 











MASTUR- 
BATED 
WHILE 

THINKING 

OF YOU, 


NATSUME- | 
































BECAUSE 
AFTER 
THAT... 
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| 
Hearing that, 

‘I masturbate 
because of 





‘MIND WHEN 


100 THIS 
KIND OF THING 
To You? 


STILL ACTED 
STRANGELY 
TOWARD ME. 





WOULD IT 
BE DIFFERENT 


Ip I WERE 
A WOMAN? 


INTEREST 
IN DATING 





You, 
EVERYTHING 
WOULD 

BE FINE. 


Yes, I'LL 
EXPLAIN 

EVERYTHING 

TOMORROW. 


NATSUME 
SPEAKING. 


HAVE YOU 
RECEIVED 
IT FROM 
TOMTA? 


ALRIGHT. 


YOU DOING? 
‘STAND UP! 


TOMITA- 
SAN IS HIS 
CLOSEST 
PARTNER... 








YOU STAYED 
AT THE HOTEL 
BECALISE YOU 
DID NOT CATCH 

THE LAST 
TRAIN, RIGHT? 


HE OWES 
ME ONE, 


I told him 
to forget 
about it. 


You stayed 
here last 

right. right, 
Sie 


Shall we 
send it 


REALLY?! 















understand, 
Well then, fi wait 
For your arrival 
here at the 
Front desk. 








HE ALREADY 
WENT HOME, 


LEAVING A 
MEMO WITH cea 
A CRYING 
EMO. 


ws? 





returning 
what he 
owes me, 


things 
| wi be. 


unsettled —_ 


once again... \ 











IS THIS THE 
ONE YOU ARE 
LOOKING FOR? 


IT's PAST 
MIDNITE. 








Af / 
//] IF IGO 


/ Home By 
y// |] TAXI, HOW 
MUCH WILL 











yo! 
HERE 


TAM 
AGAIN! 


YOU'RE BACK, 
TOMITA-SAN. 


THINK 
INEED HK GET THE - 
SOMETHING SAME DRINK [ft P 
STRONGER~ |} | YOU HAD Hows We 
EARLIER? Pent 
| BUSINESS? 


I FEEL SO 


COMPLICATED —y 





REMEMBER THAT 
STORY I TOLD YOu 
BEFORE? ABOUT 
‘MY FRIEND WHO'S 
INDECISIVE IN 
REGARDS TO THE 
ONE HE LIKES? 


MAYBE 60. 
THE GUY 
LOOKED LIKE 
HE WAS IN 
CLOUD NINE. 


YOU THINK 

THEY ARE 

PROGRES- 
SING? 


1 SAW THEM 
KISSING... AT 
THE OFFICE... 
dust A LITLE 
WHILE BACK, 


HE HASN'T 
HEARD ANY 
OF YOUR 
1 ROMANTIC 
Mee 4 STORIES, 
TOMITA-SAN. 
TM Just 
MERELY 
PLAYING 








YESTERDAY, 
T BOUGHT 


AN 
UNDERWEAR 
FROM THE 
NEARBY 
STORE 
AS WELL... 


GO AHEAD... 


‘Ont The | 
patinroord's 


cover tiner@- 


GETTING 
READY, 
RIGHT? 





will no teed | | z LI | 1 do that 
longer. | 





hate it 








HH 
(a 


THOUGI 
T'M FINE 
YOU DON 











Wit 
YOU IMAGINED YOu? 
ME DOING YOU? 


YOU DON'T 


HAVE ANY 
DON'T EXPERIENCE 
WORRY. WITH A 
Tue RIGHT? 
TEACH YOU, 
60 Just 


FOLLOW 
My LEAD. 



















compterety | / 
istryour —-ReD, 
BLUSHING 
DISORDER? 


BELIEVE 
you. 


Just YouR 
FACE, BUT 
YOUR BODY 
1S TO MY 
LIKING AS 
WELL... 





100. so 
TDON'T 
GET FAT, 
AT LEAST. 





YOU MIGHT 
HAVE FELT 
SOMETHING 
To BE STRANGE 
HONEST, IT'S. ABOUT ME 
‘MY PRINCIPLE RECENTLY, 
To avoID BLT DON'T 
MAKING A PUT ME ON 
MOVE ON A THE SAME 
COLLEAGUE... LEVEL WITH 
YOU, 















THEN ONE OF 
Us SHOULD 
START TAKING 
THE REIN. 










US FEEL LIKE 
WE'RE JUST 
BEING DRAGGED 
IN CIRCLES... 


THis Is WHAT 
I MEANT, WHEN 
TALKING ABOUT 
WHAT T LIKE... 




















HURRY UP 
IND 


Al 
TAKE ME. 
































SINCE YOU 
NO LONGER 
PEEL AT EASE 
WHEN I'M 
AROUND... 


| haven't 
told him 





I WANT YOU 
TO KNOW THAT 
T LIKE YOU, 
NATSUME-SAN. 














{ram rNe 











| TOL ARE, eurip MUST BE R\ 
KITAGAWA. : 
2 


Wy 
YOU ASK AMAZING... : I ut 4 oy 
ee a ee 











lev 
for you to read this story IN ENGLISH! aos 
Remember to say THANK YOU. 
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THE AUTHOR BY 
BUYING THE 
. ORIGINAL BOOK 
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EET HURSH, 
\SHUME- 


NA 
SHAN! 








THIS ROBE 

SERVES AS 

A YUKATA, 
T00, 


STOP MAKING 
JOKES OUT OF 


‘SOMEONE'S 
WEAKNESS! 





1 SHOULD 
MESSAGE 
HER. THOUGH 
‘SHE'LL ONLY 
READ IT 


IN THE 
MORNING. 





ABOUT ME 

BEING GAY? 

SHE KNOWS. fl 
PaR 
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TOMITA’S POINT OF VIEW [1] Bua 





































i Its been a few 
days since | saw 
my colleague 
Natsume kissing 
his junior 
Looks Kitagawa. 
like their 
relationship 
has been 
going well. 






























































They eat lunch 
and spend time 
together 
during breaks. 



















| know a little 
bit of their 





















love story, 

AT THIS POINT, and to me, 
DON'T THINK Hf they certainly 

THEY'LL NEED MY appear like 

HELP ANYMORE, a couple, 





WE'RE NOT 
DATING. 





OH! ARE 


WELL, 
* YOU GOING 
KITAGAWA 70 TELL 


\6 NOT THAT homie BUT, WE DID 
BLUNT, SO... THAT? 


HAVE SEX. 


WERE 
YOU THE 
ONE WHO |'\ 
INITIATED 

IT? 


I Just 
HOPE THAT 


ISN'T THAT 


DATING? 
I DON'T 
GET IT. 


WELL, IT 
SEEMS THAT 
HE LIKES ME, 

Too. 








YOU'RE THE 
ONLY ONE 
WHO SAYS 

SUCH A THING. 








\ Bolight Sandwiches rem the 
cate'next'to'the stations 


Okay, 














I 

YouR 

we're KNOW. PUPPY 
GONNA EAT Is 

TOGETHER. _| HERE. 








OKAY. 




















WHAT 
A HAPPY 
FACE. 





NO WONDER 
NATSUME 1S 
MOVED BY IT. 






| remember 
acase that 
happened 






soon after 
| was put in 

the same 
department 
as Natsume. 

















ALL YOU 
CARE ABOUT 
1S WORK! 










WE BARELY 












| SEE EACH 
| OTHER. ARE Back then, 
WE REALLY we had to 


work overtime 
every night. 


DATING? 











THEY'RE 
FREE TO 
FIGHT 

ANYWHERE 

THEY WANT, 


BUT THIS CAN 
BE A PROBLEM. 




















I TOLD YOU 
FROM THE 
BEGINNING, 
My JOB IS 
MY PRIORITY. 





way ant \/} 
THEY FIGHT 
‘AT HOME? 





7 


OH, 
ONE OF THEM 





































Back then, 
| never heard 
him talk about 
anything else 
but work. 














He’s known 
for being a 
workaholic. 







<< 


SEND THE 
SHARED FILE 
































J 
a IDIOT! 


THIS 1S A 
BLUEPRINT. 










IF WE 
SEND THIS, 
OUR TRADE 





- INK : 
So) 











THE OTHER 
PARTY IS THE 
GUY FROM THE 
ACCOUNTING 
DEPARTMENT. 








FIGHT IN 
THE OFFICE 


Leer B \ 
say Pc 
H \ Yi \ 
1 . “Ih, \ 
‘ TO BEGIN ys \\\\ \ 
‘ WITH. 1Jus ; ANY 
* HAPPENED A 

os TO BE f : ¢ \ 





ed THERE. 7 












































— 
| 
Ah IN set 
~~ K 
y 
her] A | \seid * 
aw SS i 5 
x 
y P fe] 
Nea, — | 
TVE BEEN , 
WORKING IN TS 
FRONT OF YOU, 1 
AND YOU DIDN'T 
No. EVEN KNOW 
: My NAME?! 
Sid ‘} 
, 

























Not long 
after that 
the accounting incident, 


guy left, and 
| have come to 
support Natsume. 



















[sing aa friend 


who always 
watched him 
| 


from afar, pre ells 


MYSELF 
FOR 
THAT. 


| was so 
happy when 

he finally found 
a good man 

for himself, 












































THEY'RE NOT 
DATING, BUT THEY 
SLEEP TOGETHER. 
YET, THEY'RE NOT 

FUCK-BLIDDIES, 

BECAUSE THEY LIKE 

EACH OTHER. 






I SERIOUSLY 
DON'T GET IT. 














SAITO-SAN, 
WHAT DO 











eS YOU THINK?! 








































































































CAN FEEL 
RELIEVED. 




















A PERFECT MAN. 


Py 6 Ae f 





NU He's HANDsome, |) ) 
\ RELIABLE, AND \ 
But —\ FRIENDLY. 
~ fo 
EVERYTIME Nw 
HE FACES kK 
NATSUME, 
HE BLUSHES Pato \ 
LIKE A } - L 


TEENAGER, . ) LIKE HIM. J\ 




































































AND IT 









ARE YOU ~ ee 
TALKING ABOUT NATELIME 
A LOVE AFFAIR LIKES IT 

BETWEEN pee 






TWO MEN? 





Pv, 
HAS SO \ EVEN IN 


{ASS 
\ . \ THEIR 308, 
AVE Sy .)) THEY STILL - 
x WY SQUEAL WHEN f~_ — 
THEY TALK, | 
a \ LIKE GIRLS. 3 
























































— OH. 
y Z 
fi ' u 
ANN | 
OH, y, WY 
Le 
2 — ‘iti 
DON'T 
a WORRY QD 
BUT THE | T HAVE A ABouT 
IMPRESSIONS: ] LOT OF GAY THAT. NY . 
ARE 4 CUSTOMERS cp q 
DIFFERENT. 4 AND FRIENDS. 
[SZ\\ y mm \\ 
EY 
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ANYWAY, I THINK 


THE REASON 
WHY YOU DON'T 
UNDERSTAND . 


b : r 


IS BECAUSE 
YOU'RE LONELY? 











oP 









WE CAN'T 
__| COMPARE THE THAT'S WHAT 
a RELATIONSHIPS I GOT FROM LONELY? 
___| Between cays YOUR STORY. Me? 
TO THOSE WHO YOU'RE THE 
ARE STRAIGHT. ONLY ONE...” 
AFTER ALL, 
i NATSUME- 
SAN HAD Ly Y 
. COMPLETELY ANI, 
RELIED Sawn 
ON YOU a] 
BEFORE. QD NY); 
ED S 
x a (* 
TOMITA-SAN, \ Z 
YOU MUST'VE S SK 4 
CONSIDERED wy — . 
THE MATTER \\ ISS “Ss 
AND GOTTEN \ 
WORRIED 
ABOLIT IT, 
RIGHT? 
vy 
NATSUME- 
SAN 
HAS FOUND 
HIMSELF A 
PARTNER, 
BUT 
WHAT 
ABOUT 
YOU... 
































LIKE I'M THE 
TIMID ONE. 


SAITO-SAN, 


THE BILL. 





= 

\ OKAY, 

< T WILL 
wey fn 























THERE WON'T 
BE ANOTHER 
CUSTOMER, 
RIGHT? 
WHY DON'T YOU 
DRINK WITH ME, 
SAITO-SAN?- 
















































YOU'RE 
MY LAST 


CUSTOMER. 








IF THADA 
GIRLFRIEND, 


IS THERE 
SOMEONE 


IT'S THE 
SAME AS 











LOOK AT ME 
SAITO- LIKE THAT, 
SAN. 


























DON'T 








WworRY. = 
HAVE A T HAVE . 
SPECIAL TO WORK MY ROOM IS 
ALARM TOMOR- UPSTAIRS. 
clock x ROW. 
THAT WILL € ) | ; iia 
WARE YOU PINS J To stay 
ue, ] 7 io TONIGHT? 









anpirswor = HAVEN'T 


DONE IT IN 
A&IG DEAL. AWHILE, 


IF YOU 
THAT'S DON'T LIKE IT, 
CuTE. FEEL FREE TO 
QUIT ANYTIME. 








WELL THEN, a 
T'LL CLOSE UP, 

SO PLEASE 

WAIT HERE. 





























| wonder 
if Kitagawa 
was gay to 
T'VE PRESSED Z j / begin with. 
YOUR SUIT. 






























































































































then he's 
like me... 








T'LL LEND 
YOU A SHIRT 
AND TIE FOR 
TOMORROW, 


THE SIZE 
MAY BE 











all the 



































WAIT, 
R F 
FROM TIME 


BEHIND! our! 


PLEASE! 




















INTO IT, 








ISN'T THAT 
oByIoUus?) 


IF YOU 
DO IT WITH 
‘SOMEONE 
YOU LIKE, 

YOu'LL 
FEEL EVEN 


ICOM- 
PLETELY 
FORGOT. 





You 
DIDN'T CUM, 
DID You? 


NATSUME-SAN om 
FEELS THE 
SAME WAY. 
EVEN THOUGH 
THEY DON'T TALK 
ABOUT THEIR 
RELATIONSHIP, 
THEY'RE STILL 
SATISFIED. 



















I Just 
WANTED TO 
TRY IT WITH 
YOU TODAY, 





ARE YOU 
SLEEPY? 


he didn't 
feel 
anything 
at all, 
did he? 





































































































































































































I IUST 
THOUGHT 
IT WAS A 
BIT COLD. 








I THOUGHT 
HE'D WAKE ME 
UP HIMSELF, 





JUST SAY?! 


WHAT 0/0 


My 
STOMACH [|] 


HURTS. 


KITAGAWA, 
COME WITH ME, 
WILL YOU? 


THE 
CONVENIENCE ‘TOILET. 
STORE DAY 











1 KNOW 
ABOUT YOUR 
RELATIONSHIP. 
































OH... 
- l-cS\ = 
MN A a >> — | 
I SEE. aN he | | 
L | | 
ps AY 
THE REASON 
WHY NATSLIME- 
SAN AND I ARE 
I THINK hoe 
NATSLIME-SAN 
DOESN'T 
REALLY LIKE 
THAT KIND 
OF THING. : 
¢ i. “SS 
e~ 
\ } | 
. UHM... / 
o | 
\ - J 
| = 
. | 
\ 
| 
\ 
a 
| 
a Z oe DOESN'T 
T’M FINE oes 
mou LIKE IT. 
I DON'T THINK THOUGH. 
NATSUME-SAN 
WILL WANT ME 
TO BE BY HIS SIDE 
ALL THE TIME. 
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THERE 
YOU ARE! 


AS LONG AS 
I UNDERSTAND 
HIS FEELINGS, 


I WAS 
WONDERING 
WHERE 
YOU WERE. 


NATSUME-SAN, 
DO You 
WANT TO EAT 
SOMETHING? 


I'LL GO TO 
THE STAFF 
CANTEEN. 





To them, 


their 
relationship 





is not 
incomplete, 















































and they 
don't need 
help 


I CAME 
TO RETURN 
= / THE SHIRT 
—™ ee AND THE TIE. 








\ ; CANT Zar 

i | STAY AGAIN \e\\3 
I've \ [ \ = TONIGHT? 

become a 
even 
lonelier. 













































































Dr KOISURUJTETSUMENPI}2 22 
EIS Rae FO Fa he 


TOMITAS POINT OF,VIEW/[?] Sin 








From the 
beginning, 
ike having 
Sex. 








| did it even 
with girls who 
weren't my 


Up until girlfriends. 


recently, 
| was 
totally into 
females, 














so imagine 
my surprise 


when | found 
out that | didn’t 
mind doing it 
with men. 


BuT 
YOU'LL 
ie) 
some- 
THING #f PROSTATE 
COM- MASSAGE. 


DIFFERENT, 
RIGHT? 











After 
“trying out” 
with Saito-san 
a few times, 





I've realized 
that he is 
Not faithful. 











































































































IKNEW. 

























































































1 DON'T y |< 
WORK IN THE - 
MORNING.” / 
























































eut wen \ \ 
ISTAYED what?! 
OVERNIGHT \ 
, FOR THE 
AND SLEPT : , FIRST TIME, 
IN THE BAR YOU WEREN'T 
INSTEAD. \ THERE IN THE 
MORNING. 











DIDN'T WANT 
YOU TO WAKE UP 
DISAPPOINTED AND 
REFUSE TO SEE 
ME ANYMORE. 


SO ILIED, 


ICLOSE MY 
i BAR AROUND 
THERE'S MIDNIGHT, BUT 

NOWAY SOMETIMES, 

CAN IF SOMEONE 

WORK BOOKS THE 
DURING. PLACE, I HAVE 

THE DAY. TO CLOSE IN 
THE MORNING. 


So he lied, 
just like that. 





CEN 
id 


WILL YOu YOU'RE 
BE ABLE STILL ARE YOU 
wine | TO WAKE AWAKE? DONE? 
SHALL WE pales 
ae MORNING? 
ALARM AT 8? 


| don’t feel 
like we're just 
trying out. 


y Rather, 

Cuddled up jy | feel good 
in Saito-san's about it, 
arms and | m 
getting 

used to it. 


is 
comfort- 





































































4 
fl 
/ 
{ 
DOES IT 
MEAN THAT 
MY SOLE 
FOCUS IS ON 
His Bovy? | \ 
0 
10 
MI 
TA, 
YEAH. 
you've 
Been 
DISGUSTING 
LATELY. 
{04 
IT’S UNUSUAL 
FOR YOU TO 
PICK A FIGHT. 
UY, | Zp / 
p) YOU'VE REALLY THINK 
BEEN Day- |] $0 WHAT'RE TILL PICK A 
L | DREAMING |] YOU TALKING FIGHT WITH 
ALOT. ABOUT? @ YOU? THAT'S 
TROUBLESOME. 
+ AND _ 
SIGHING, \ 
Too. : . 
40 











I'M JUST 

TIRED, I'LL 
BE BUSY 

UNTIL NEXT 





COMPARED TO 
ME OR KITAGAWA, 
YOU AREN'T 
BUSY AT ALL. 





Ee Rema ae / 


Fm Xs \ 
ONE OF MORE OR ffi ))) \h | | | 
OUR COL- LESS. $0... Fo_ \ \) ¢ =e 
LEAGUES? WHO IS IT? WH) =) 
zs KY f 
. | 


HAVE YOU 
NOTICED? 








| 
F 


AND WE 
NEVER DO IT 


WE'RE NOT 
DATING, 


SLOWLY... 





NATSUME- 
SAN, 


PLEASE 
DON'T 
FIGHT... 


TOMITA, 


TAKE ME 
TO THAT 
BARI 


IF I TAKE 
YOU THERE... 


THAT'S 
IF SOME- EVEN MORE 
THING'S DISGUSTING! U 
BOTHERING 
YOU, JUST 





SAN, YOU 
HAVEN'T 
BEEN 
YOURSELF 
LATELY. 


DIDN'T HAVE 
TO SAY IT 
OuT Loup! 


nice guy, 


THAT'S 
DISGUSTING. 


NATSUME-SAN 
IS WORRIED 
ABOUT YOU... 


THAT HURTS! 
I WAS JUST 
TELLING THE 


















































YOU'RE WHAT'S soil 
UNEXPECTEDLY WRONG WiTH UNDER- 
SENSITIVE, KITAGAWA? — STAND. 
AREN'T YOU? 


THE OWNER'S. 
BROAD-MINDEDNESS 
IS OVERWHELMING. 










IT KNEW 
THIS WOULD 








WILL 
YOU STOP 
LOOKING 
AT US? 








THERE ARE 
OTHER 
CUSTOMERS, 








MINDED- 
NESS, 
Hue? 







THIS NEAT 
GUY IS. 
POPULAR, 
AFTER ALL. 












TOMITA, 
\ THE MENU 
IF YOU WANT A . DOESN'T 
SOMETHING : INCLUDE 
SPECIFIC, JUST HE MAKES Foob? 

TELL HIM. WHATEVER 
HE DECIDES 
AND BRINGS 
IT To You. 
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I DON'T 
UNDERSTAND 


GAYS TO 
BEGIN WITH. 





Tae you WELL, HE DID 


HERE, OKAY? TOUCH ME. 











I DON'T 
LIKE THIS. 
















































































IF WE 
WERE 
sAS OF NOW, OFFICIALLY 
I DON'T THINK DATING, 
I HAVE THE IT COULD 
RIGHT TO COMPLAIN 
TO HIM, 
RESTRAIN HIM 0 
AT ALL. = eee 
x 
ZS 
I THINK 
you Have |] 
MORE RIGHT 
THAN I DO. 
50 THIS 
GUY IS BEING \\Y \ \ 
IUNDER- PATIENT, TOO, V{ 7 / | 
STAND HIS Hub? | \ // i, 
FEELINGS. | oy | 
yf 
r / | 
/ - J 




















OH, IT UNDER- 
STAND THAT. 




















THAT'S RIGHT! iA 
MEN CAN ONLY ca at Se) BECAUSE HE CARES 
I CAN'T HAGGLE, HMPH... 
CRUSH AND WANG our wir : ABOUT HIS 
SCATTER YOU! HE TRINESITS JOB MORE 
‘ STRAIGHT TROUBLESOME, 


PEOPLE INSTEAD. 








WE JUST 
OPENED THIS 
BOTTLE AN amis —= you éuys 


BirAoe, ee ARE WEIRD. 


ALMOST EMPTY. 





THAT'S 
BECAUSE 
WE DRANK IT, 
TT CAN'T BE 
HELPED. 





KITAGAWA, 
LET'S GO 
HOME 
BEFORE YOU 










ACCOMPLISHED 





YOURSELF. A 








KITAGAWA, 
WALK 


PROPERLY! 








I WONDER IF 
KITAGAWA-SAN 
IS ALRIGHT. 










WHY DON'T 
YOU GIVE IT 
TO HIM 
YOURSELF? 
HERE, GIVE 
IT TO HIM. 



































-.T WANT 
TO PROPERLY 
GO OUT WITH 

YOU, AFTER ALL! 




















AND MIKI-CHAN 
TOLD ME THAT 
SHE'D BE ABLE 
TO TAKE CARE 
OF HERSELF! 













WHY NOT?! 
I KNOW YOU 
PRIORITIZE 
YOUR JOB, 
AND I'M FINE 






































WHAT 
ARE YOU 
} TALKING 
ABOUT, 
AT A PLACE 
LIKE THIS? 








I TOLD YOU 
FROM THE 
BEGINNING, 
RIGHT? I DON'T 
WANT THAT. 













IM 
SORRY. 
THEY'RE 
MAKING 
A FUSS IN IF\ 
FRONT OF 
YOUR BAR. 


WE SHOULD 
JUST LEAVE 
THEM ALONE, 
DON'T YOU 
THINK? | e BECAUSE 
T LOVE you! 








He wants 
me 
to wait in 


so he can his room, 
clear up the 


misunder- 
standing? 





~ WHAT A 


; \ CHEATER! 
ON 
~~ 
Ss] 
ee 


FELL FOR IT. 


I THINK HE 
MADE EYES 
AT ME ON 
PURPOSE, 























ESPE- 
| CIALLY 
YEAH, 1 KNOW. WHEN HE 
HE’S PRETTY TALKED 
CONSIDERATE. .. y IT SEEMS == ABOUT 
THAT HE'S yOu 
TRYING Guys. "TOMITA-SAN?2” 
TO LEAVE 
YOu TWO 
ALONE. 
| "HE'S QUITE CHARMING AND 
<e FULL OF EXPRESSIONS.” 












I WONDER 
IF HE'S. 
JUST SHY. 








WELL, 
IF YOU 
WANT TO 
USE THAT 
worD, 













IF HE WEREN'T 
WORRIED ABOUT 
OTHERS, HE MIGHT 
PRIORITIZE 
HIMSELF MORE, 


























I THINK. 


AS SOMEONE 
WHO HAS TAKEN 
ADVANTAGE OF HIM, 
I DON'T HAVE THE 
RIGHT TO SAY IT, 
THOUGH. 




















ANYWAY, 






DON'T BE 


T’M HUNGRY. 
CAN YOU MAKE 1 ae 
SOMETHING . 






FOR US? 













T'M SURE 
TOMITA IS 
SPOILED! 










I'VE BEEN 
OBSERVING 
HIM. 












I WAS 
GOING 
TO TELL 
YOU ALL 
THIS WHEN 
WE WERE 
ALONE! 
















CUSTOMERS’ 
BUSINESS? 


MYSELF, 





I DIDN'T 
MEAN 
TO CAUSE = 

MISUNDER- ; 
STANDING ) 
AT ALL. 









AND 
KITA- 
GAWA- 

‘SAN 

















LOOKS = 
INTERESTING. $ \ 





I WONDER HANDSOME, 
HOW HE IS TOO. 
AT WORK. 








WHAT ARE 
YOU GOING TO 
DISCUSS NEXT, 
TOMITA-SAN? 


I Just 
THOUGHT 
I'D LEND 
A HAND 
WHILE 
THEY 
WERE 
HERE. 


NATSLUME- 
SAN IS 
BEAUTIFUL, 
ISN'T HE? 























I DON’T KNOW 
YOUR PHONE 
NUMBER AND 

FIRST NAME. 









SO, IF YOU 
DIDN'T WAIT 
FOR ME HERE, 
I MIGHT NOT 
BE ABLE 
TO SEE 
YOU AGAIN. 


YOU'RE A 

COWARD ‘CHEATER? 
FOR SAYING 
THAT NOW. 


I DON'T 
KNOW WHY 
I WAITED 
FOR YOU 
HERE. 


I SHOULD'VE 
RETURNED 
THE KEY 
RIGHT AWAY. 


iY 
we 


1 Tas 
SE 


I COULD'VE 
JUST RUN AWAY 
FROM YOU... 











WITH ME? 


IF I MAKE YOU 
FEEL BETTER 
THAN EVER... 








































WHEN YOU YOU SAID 
DO IT WITH YOU ONLY 
SOMEONE FEEL GOOD 
YOU LOVE... 





THIS 1S MY "THERE'S 
FIRST TIME, AsAR See 





































"60 YOU 









"OH, IT'S 
RESIGNED | WHOA, YOU GOOD.” 
AND THEN 
Me aKEN | worKeD AT 

A FRENCH 


eae RESTAURANT 


BUT I’M GLAD 
I FOUND 
THIS PLACE.” 





"THE FOOD 
AND DRINKS: 
ARE DELICIOUS, 
AND YOU'RE 
a EASY TO 

es TALK TO.” 





MY NAME? 
IT’S TOMITA” 





OH, I JUST 
REMEMBERED.” 





»MY COLLEAGUE 
WHO SITS RIGHT IN 
FRONT OF ME...” 





"HE DIDN'T 
Medel EVEN KNOW 
CAN YOU MYNSME 
BELIEVE IT?” 


(yoo 








\ 
\. 2 AAU! 
AHI! 

















= 
£ 
oo 
a 
o 
= 
& 
3 
Ey 
2 
So 
2 
o 
= 


— 


as he normally did, 


he is playing rough. 














MEGUMU. 




















I DON'T 








KNOW 
/| 
IF THAT FELT 
GOOD OR NOT. 
\ 
7 & 
SF 
= 
f 
: \ 
<< 
Wail 
DON'T 
So APOLO-| 
IF Gize. 
DIDN'T 
i i} WANT TO, 
Zo T'D HAVE 





REFUSED. 


T LIKE IT 
HERE. 


slN MY CASE, 
IT ALL BEGAN 
WITHA 
PHYSICAL 
RELATIONSHIP. 


I FEEL LIKE T 
WAS BEING MEAN 
TO NATSUME-SAN 

EARLIER. 


ARE YOU 
SAYING 
THAT I 
FAIL TO 
Live UP 
TO MY 
NAME? 


| WHAT 
| ABOUT YOU, 
i] SAITO-SAN? is 


EXCUSE ATSUSHI- 


FALLING 
IN LOVE 


DOESN'T 
HAVE A 
FORMULA, 


IF POSSIBLE, 
I WANT THEM 
TO COME TO MY 
BAR AGAIN. 





THEY ALSO 
MADE A FUSS 
IN FRONT OF 
YOUR BAR! 


I MUST GO 
TO WORK 
TOMORROW. 























UMENPI ? - 3 
















itt 










THE OWNER 
OF THIS PLACE 
WAS ABOLIT TO 

RETIRE, SO 

I TOOK OVER 


ca 


73 


FROM THEM. 


ORIGINALLY, 
THIS 


DREN. PLACE WAS A 
THE SNACK SHOP, 
AND I WAS: 


erated ONE OF THEIR 
) CLISTOMERS. 







You mean the French 
restaurant? 





BUT THEN, 
THEY SAID 


THAT I COULD 


REMODEL 


THE INTERIOR, 


$0 I DID. 


~~ 








ME HAPPY 
WHEN YOU 
TOLD ME IT 
WAS SO ME, 


ESPECIALLY 
BECAUSE 
IT'S YOU WHO 











SAID SO. 











FIRST 
OWN- 
ER? 















































BUT THE 
PREVIOUS 
ONE WAS 
BUILT BY 
THE FIRST 
OWNER, SO 
I USED IT, 
JUST LIKE 
THAT. 











OH... 


~ 












"So 















everything 
has settled, 
even before : 
you ask for Its been 
my help.” two months 
since then. 











That's what 
Natsume said, 
and indeed, 
Saito-san 
and | are a 
couple now. 








IsTit 
DON'T THINK 
HE'S GAY. 

















| Natsume 
I DON’T THINK said... 
SAITO-SAN 
= WANTS TO 


BURDEN YOU. 




















your 
LOVE 
STORY 
WASHE.. HAPPENED 
AHOST? AFTER 
THAT. 

























\ / | a | HE GAVE THE 
5 : | IMPRESSIONS 
pe as I THINK THAT | THAT EVERYTHING 
FOR NOT MIGHTVE  }p>-—————1. HE SAID WAS JUST 
TRYING TO HAPPENED : PILLOW TALK, 
FIND OUT WHEN HE WAS | BUT THERE IS 
YOUNG. | A CHANCE THAT 
THE TRUTH. ae 
KR = @E EARNEST. 


























—+ ! 
} | 5 BUT YOU HAD 
! j SEX WITH HIM, 
( ; DIDN'T you? 
AREN'T YOU ki 
INTERESTEDIN [\__ WHAT 
KNOWING MORE Sa DID HE SAY 
ABOUT HIM? % ABOUT IT? 
an 
INTE- 
No? 
IT'S NOT RESTED? 
THAT PMNOT 
INTERESTED. 
SAITO-SAN IS 
VERY PUZZLING, 7 
AFTER ALL. | 

























DON’T YOU 
WANT TO 
SOLVE THAT 
PUZZLE? 























THAT'S WHY 
T ASKED HIM. 
ABOUT THIS. 
AND THAT. 


ute HE'S NOT 
PUZZLING 
AT ALL. 


WHAT ABOUT 
YOU AND 
KITAGAWA? 





























IF HE MAKES 
YOU HAPPY, 
DON’T THINK 
TOO MUCH 
ABOUT IT. 
JUST GO WITH 
THE FLOW. 


\ AWE are you Hl 


\ \ DONE WITH 
WSN THE PRe- [I 
PARATIONS? 


T FINISHED 
EVERYTHING 
YESTERDAY. 


I DID IT SO 
YOU COULD 
SEE HOW IT 
ALL TURNED 
OUT TODAY. 


When I'm 
with him... 


WELL, 
THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
CONCERN. 


I Just 
THOUGHT 
THAT I 
SHOULDN'T 
LEAVE MY 
FINGERPRINTS 
BEFORE THE 
OPENING DAY. 





ARE YOU 
OKAY? 


I THOUGHT 
YOU'RE USED 
TO IT BY NOW. 


DOES 
IT STILL 
HURT? 


f 
| often think of 


running away... 


| 
| 
I 


WELL, 
/F HE ISN'T, 
IO STILL FEEL 
THE PAIN FOR 
THE NEXT 2-3 
DAYS... 













OKAY! T'M 
FINE NOW, 
60 YOU CAN 
GO ALL OUT, 




























































































TSUR- ..the only thing | can do. 
: RENDER... . 
MY FRIENDS | 
ARE COMING 


TOMORROW | : 


TO CELEBRATE 
THE REOPENING. 














SAITO-SAN, I Li ; 
WHAT KIND ff x 


y COME DOWN 
OF PEOPLE } fa 


ARE YOUR il é me you want 


FRIENDS? IA 


YOU INTE- 
RESTED?” 


IT'S GOING 
TO BE NOISy, 


ME A 
PICTURE. 


THEY WERE 
MY FRIENDS 


IN COLLEGE. 
WHAT?! 


SHE LOOKED 
50 YOUNG! 





























BuT 
SHE'LL VISIT 
NEXT WEEK, 
50 T CAN 
INTRODUCE 
| HER TO YOU- 








NO. DIDN'T 







I TELL 
You 
MAR- THAT 
RIED? I was 
WE GOT 
DIVORCED 
TWO YEARS 
AGO, a a (\ 
ANY, 
( Le 
aa 


HIS NAME 
\S YUTA, ES 
HE'S 3 

YEARS OLD. 





I WANT TO 


WE TOOK 7 MK WS | “see Him, 


THIS PICTURE — \ 
LAST MONTH “ 

WHEN I 
VISITED HIM, 









































EVERYONE NN \ > | HE LooKe 

SAYS THE _ 
SAME THING. \ A es EXACTLY 
Z 4 LIKE YOu! 





YUTA...?, 





CAN'T I? 























































WELL, IT'S 
NOT THAT 
YOU CAN'T, 








I'D Love ai \ 
TO MEET a o/ \ 
HIM. 


|/ BUT IF You 
Ii|/ want to 
DO THAT, 
WA 

\ \ 

\ YOU'LL HAVE zeN = . 

TO MEET MY a 

/ EX-WIFE, TOO. 

(\ ; \ 

NG \ 

ALS at 


WE MADE A 
PROMISE THAT 
I CAN'T SEE 
YUTA ALONE. 





16 “WF = ' 
THAT \ 
WELL, SO? y 3 
T’M FINE e Y f 
WITH THAT, 
BUT... gD = Se 





























I DON'T 
THINK YOUR 
WIFE WILL 
LIKE IT. 









IMA 
STRANGER, 
AFTER ALL. 









I DON'T 
THINK 
SHE'LL 

MEDDLE 








IN MY 
RELATION- 
SHIPS. 












Ze 
IF YOU A 


WANT, i 
I CAN / 
ARRANGE y 



































sO 
THE FOUR 
OF US CAN 
MEET UP, } 























OPEN UP 
YOUR 
SCHEDULE 


I'LL TEXT 

YOU THE 

LOCATION 
LATER. 


———— | feel like there were 
a lot of implications. 























OF COURSE 

HE'LL SAY 
/ THAT. I'M 

SO STUPID. 


THEY'RE 
GOING 
TO TAKE 
THEIR 
B-YEAR- 
OLD SON 
ALONG, 
AFTER 

All. 


"HE'S MY 
“a 
Cus- 
TOMER?” 


HOW'S HE 
GOING TO 
INTRODUCE 
ME ANYWAY? 


HE 
SAID 
THAT, 








°WE GOT 
DIVORCED 
IN PEACE, 
SO WE'RE 
FLEXIBLE.” 





TH 
SHOULD'VE 


ALREADY 
ARRIVED. 





TOMITA- 
SAN, 

































































NICE TO 





TOITA? a MEET 
4! ICOMETO you, 
us SAITO-SAN'S 
a seen BAR OFTEN. 
a. 
y 
HE TOLD ME iY 
ABOUT YOU,  [:\)) 
aN AND IT MADE ING 
ME WANT TO ms 
(Me ® MEET YOU IN f 


-~ > PERSON. (7 





z LOVED To 


SPIN AROUND fi 


WHEN I WAS 
YOUR AGE. 


IT'S FINE. 
WHAT GAME 
DO YOU WANT 
TO PLAY? 





IS THIS 
OKAY? 


HE'S YOUR 
CUSTOMER, 


RIGHT? 


DON'T 
WORRY, 
WE WON'T 
BE FAR. 
WHY 
DON'T YOU 
SPEND SOME 
TIME WITH 
YOUR WIFE? 





PLANNING 
TO GET 
MARRIED 
AGAIN, 
THOUGH. 





I STILL WANT 

TO SEE YUTA 

EVEN AFTER 
YOU'RE MARRIED. 





MY EX- 
WIFE AND NORMALLY, WHY CAN'T 
HE'S MY PEOPLE WON'T YOU BE MORE 
CURRENT INTRODUCE THE , SENSITIVE?! 9 
EX-GIRLFRIEND 
TO THE NEW 
GIRLFRIEND! 


THAT'S 


T'M FINE 
WITH IT, 

SAN SAID BUT WHAT 
THE EXACT ABOUT 
SAME TOMITA- 


THING. 


EVEN THOUGH 
HE WAS FINE 
WITH IT, HE WAS 
WORRIED THAT 
YOU MIGHT 
GET HURT. 





HE PROBABLY 
DOESN'T FEEL 
TRUSTED. 




















pre you 


print? 


vivre YOU" 


I DON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
HE REALLY 
























































ARE YOU 
USING US 
TO TEST 
TOMITA- 
SAN? 


“J SHOULD'VE 
RETURNED THE KEY 
RIGHT AWAY.” 


Ny 





BUT, WHAT YOU 
DIDN'T EXPECT... 








YOU'RE 
QUITE 
REFINED, 


ARE YOUR 
PARENTS 
ALWAYS 

LIKE THAT? 


AND THE 
KID 1S THE 

ONE WHO 
NOTICED IT. 


BuT 
I THINK 
THEY'RE 
CLOSER 
THAN 
BEFORE. 














AND You 

STILL HAVE ..YOU ALWAYS 
SMELL FISHY 
ANYTIME YOU 
SLACK OFF. 











When he’s with me 


he always acts like a bartender. 

















qrsnor $0 
EASY BEING 
AHEAVY 


When.we had{sexg 
ee, -for'the firsttime 




































































: I'M SORRY 
IDION'T ' f FOR ASKING 
THINK IT X yo lie Pau 
THN LT . / YOUR FAMILY, 
SAITO-SAN. 








FORGET 
THE 
IMUST VE ae ° 

TROUBLED 
HIM. 








I'm tired. 








SORRY, \ | 


NATSUME | 
Just 
CALLED. \ | 


I THINK HE'S 
IN TROUBLE. 
HE ASKED ME 
TO COME 
RIGHT AWAY. 



































PLEASE TELL 
YOUR WIFE 
AND YUTA ON 
MY BEHALF. 


YES, I'M 
SORRY. 





—————- + 


YOU DON'T 
NEED TO 
WALK ME 

THERE. 


TLL CALL 
YOU AGAIN. 
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© ToMITA’S CASE [?] 























YOU USED ME 

AS AN EXCUSE 

TO RUN AWAY 
FROM HIM, 


oun \ TF YOU'RE 
C WM oven guar, , \ 
ye A 





DRINK, REST, 
AND GO HOME 
AFTERWARDS. 


you 
HAVE WORK 
TOMORROW, 


$0 00 
SOMETHING 








IM 

GOING 
To Buy 
‘SOME 


DRINKS. /) 


NATSUME IS 
SO RELIABLE 
ATA TIME LIKE 


THIS. 
I'M GRATEFUL. 





KITAGAWA, 
YOU CAME? 


OH, WELL, 
HERE, PUT 
THIS ON 
YOUR EYES. 











S 
r ARE THEY 
Leela SWOLLEN? 


TiNiIt's a Folded chair. 





WHOA, 
KITAGAWA- 


THAT FELT 
DIFFERENT. 


IT DEPENDS 
ON THE TIME 
AND THE 


act 

DIFFERENTLY 
WHEN HE'S 

AND HOW WITH YOU AND 
DO YOU FEEL WHEN WITH 
ABOUT IT? OTHERS? 








TOMITA-SAN, 
I's UNUSUAL 
FOR YOU TO 
TALK ABOUT 
RELATION- 


YOUR LOVER 
ACTS 
DIFFERENTLY 
TOWARD 


BUT YOU NEED 
TO TELL HIM 
HOW YOU FEEL, 
OR THINGS 
ARE GOING 
TO GET MORE 
COMPLICATED. 


SULKING... 


rm 
SORRY. 


I DON'T REALLY 
CARE ABOUT HOW 
HE ACTS IN FRONT 

OF OTHERS. I'M 
MORE CONCERNED 

WITH HOW MUCH 

‘THEY RELY ON HIM, 


DON'T 
SAY THAT! 
I'M OLDER 
THAN you! 








OU! T LIKE 
THIS BRAND. 











| should just 
be happy that 
Saito-san was 
willing to open 
the door for me 
to experience 
something new. 








| sta): and play with them, a 
‘| don't want to worry about the future. ~~ 


S 














DONE 
wit THE 
WORK? 


NATSUME- 
SAN 
GAVE ME HIS 
dhe tier ADDRESS. 
T COULD 
watt HERE 


Fr 
WANTED 


10. 


THANK YOU 
FOR TODAY. 








lam 
jealous 
of his 
wife. 








Saito-san 
is looking 
at me like 
abar owner 
would to his 
customer. 










SHOULDN'T HAVE 
BOTHERED YOU 
TO BEGIN WITH... 











THAT'S WHY 

WANT YOu 

TO SPEAK UP 
NOW. 


IT was A 
BAD IDEA. 














PLEASE 
TELL ME 
EVERYTHING 
YOU WANT 


I DON'T GET 
TO HEAR FROM 
YOU OFTEN. 


YOU ONLY 
OPENED UP 
WHEN YOU 
CAME TO MY 
ROOM FOR THE 
SECOND TIME 
AND WHEN WE 
HAD SEX ONCE 
IN A WHILE. 


AGREED TO 
MEET THEM 
TOGETHER, 





WHY CAN'T 
T LEARN? 





I FAILED, 
1? 


I DIDN'T GET 
MARRIED TO 

BE DIVORCED, 
YOU KNOW. 


EVERYONE ERONT. 
es NEED TO 


Ki 
mistakes KNOW THI 
ONCE OR EON: 


WHAT T LIKE 
ABOUT YOU, 
TOMITA-SAN. 








YOU GOING 
To ADDRESS 


yal ite By My 
Gi) Famicy Name? 


I'M SORRY, 
FORGET IT. 





No way, 
no way! 















STANDING 
THERE 






telling 
him 

how! 
feel?! 







YOU WERE 
LOOKING 
AT ME AS A 
CUSTOMER. 







y| WHENEVER 
, 1Goout 
vert with 
SOMEONE 
FOR A LONG 


TOMITA-SAN, 
YOU'RE LONELY, 


AREN'T YOU? 





THAT's 
WHAT T LIKE 
ABOUT YOU. 





WHEN 
YOU LOOK 
AT ME LIKE 

THAT... 


HA 














IF YOu YOU WANT ME 


have THAT | 7 TO TAKE YOU TO 
DESIRE... : MY PLACE... 














+ PLEASE PUT 
YOUR ARMS 
AROUND ME. 





Come to 
think of it, 
I've never 
done this 









But, if] 
hug him 











I'VE ALWAYS: 
THOUGHT THAT 
TOMITA IS AN 
AGGRESSIVE 


BUT 
SUBMISSIVE 
MAN. 


WHEN HE SENSES 
TROUBLE, HE 
GETS DEPRESSED 
AND ENDS UP 
THROWING 
EVERYTHING AWAY. 


HE'S FINALLY 
CAUGHT BY 





JUST LIKE 
WHEN YOU 
FUCKED ME 
FOR THE 
FIRST TIME, 


PLEASE GET 
WILD AND DO 

















"IF YOU DO IT 
WITH SOMEONE 
YOU LOVE, 


IT WOULD FEEL 
EVEN BETTER” 
7 








_But right now, I'm the 
only one he’s looking at. 


| want to finish it 
“together with him, 














ARE YOU 























GOING TO 
CATCH 
WE FIRST 
TRAIN? 
you're 
BEING A 
BAR- 
TENDER 
AGAIN. 
} 
enuclle 
you BerTeR 
GET USED TO Tr. 
' TMA 
BARTENDER, 
Bid 60 THis IS 
V ie MY STYLE. 
RIFICS, ¥ 
7007 / — 





AS LONG AS 
WE'RE BOTH 


: 4 BESIDES, 
ree / TOMITA-SAN 
‘SOUNDS 
CUTE, NO? 




























Bur You 
DON'T 
HAVE To, 
ATSUSHI- 

SAN. 


HOW ABOUT 
WE LIVE 
TOGETHER? 









HE DOES 
LIKE TO STEER 
THINGS TO HIS 
ADVANTAGE, 

DOESN'T HE?! 











These are the)p eople 
for you to read this story 
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(par 





















T'M GOING 

TO LIVE WITH 

SAITO-SAN 
NOW. 


DOESN'T HAVE A 
LOT OF STUFF, 
60 WE DON'T 

NEED TO RENT A 

MOVING TRUCK. 


HE SAID THAT 
T COULD ASK 
SOME FRIENDS 
TO HELP 


BUT I DON'T 
WANT TO ASK 
Just aBouT 
ANYONE, SO... 


| 
It seems that 
everything 


is going well 
for them, 








"HOW DARE 
YOU, RYO! 
BUT, THANK 
your” 


















DOESN'T 
GO WELL, 
HIS EX-WIFE 
WILL 
PROBABLY 
‘COME AND 
HELP us. 





When | heard 
the whole story | 
back then, 
| was surprised 
and felt alittle | 
sorry for him, | 


a 





but since 

the person 
himsetf 

was okay, 
guess 
it's fine, 















UKE THAT 


AgouT 
eur 
EVERYTHING Meera 
IS OKAY 


Now.” 














TOILET. 


$0, 
WHEN WILL 
YOU MOVE? 


KITAGAWA, 
OPEN UP YOUR OH, WELL. 
SCHEDULE 


Iwas 
INVOLVED IN 
THIS, SO... 











IT'S BEEN 
AWHILE. 


WE'LL BE 
COUNTING 
‘ON You 
TopAY. 





TOMITA-SAN 
STILL HAS SOME 
‘STUFF LEFT IN 
HIS HOUSE, SO 
WE'LL DRIVE 
THERE TO 


SAITO-GAN 
BROUGHT 
HIS HERE 

YESTERDAY. 

MINE WERE 


IN THE 
MEANTIME, 
CAN YOU 
HELP CARRY 
THESE 
INSIDE? 


The living room 
is on the second 
Floor, so it may be 
allitle tough, 





WE'RE GOING 

TO MAKE ROUND 

TRIPS ON THESE 
STAIRS, HUH? 









































NO WONDER 
HE REFUSED 
TO ASK OUR 
OTHER 
COLLEAGES. 
TO HELP. 


BUT TOMITA 
‘SEEMS TO 
ENJOY BEING 
SPOILED. 


SOMETHING 


We 
‘SHOULDN'T. 











HE'S STRICT 
WHEN HE 
NEEDS TO. 


EVERYTHING 
SEEMS TO BE 
GOING WELL, 


HUH? 


SURPRISED. 

I DIDN'T KNOW 

YOU'VE GONE 
THIS FAR. 


COULDNT 
POSSIBLY 
TELL YOU 

EVERYTHING, 
RIGHT? 


GOOD TIMING, 
THOUGH. YOU 
SHOULD GET 
SOME REST. 
YOU'VE BEEN 
WORKING SINCE 
MORNING. 








WE'RE TWO 
‘MEN LIVING 







THE FUTURE, 


MAYBE 









1D 
GO TO THE 
BALCONY? 





He's 
SMOKING. 


BEFORE y 
THAT, 
KITAGAWA, 


WHY HAVE 
YOU BEEN 
ACTING 
STRANGE? 


ARE YOU 
TRYING TO 


IMITATE 
SAITO-SAN? 








just me 
being 
selfish. 





MYSELF GET 
CARRIED AWAY 
AS WELL, 
I's LIKE 
BEING HIT BY 
A WATERFALL. 





TO SEDUCE 
You. 


LOOK at 


A DIFFERENT 


VIEWPOINT, 
TLL BE THE 
‘ONLY ONE 
THERE 
WITH You 
WHEN IT 





SUCCEED, 
You WILL 
BE CARRIED 
AWAY BY A 
WATERFALL, 
YOU KNOW? 


WE CAN 
UNDERSTAND 
EACH OTHER 
PERFECTLY, 
CAN'T WE? 


TIME FOR 



















| think | just 
saw the side 
of Saito-san's 
that only you | 
were supposed | 






to see! 


— 













ee 


I'm sure 

Saito-san 

has seen 
The side it, too, 


of Tomita 





that only 
he knows. 












KITAGAWA, 
COME 
ALONG. 


SAITO-SAN'S 
BAR IS NEXT 
TO THAT SIGN 
OVER THERE. 








ARE YOU 
DONE WITH 
THE BED? 





YOU'RE 
ACTING LIKE 
A SALESMAN 
‘TODAY, 
KITAGAWA- 
SAN. 


Tis way, 
TILL HAVE 
ENOUGH 
SPACE, 


IT FEELS 
DIFFERENT 
FROM WHEN. 
YOU CAME 
TO My BAR 
BEFORE, 





ONLY DO 

WHAT T CAN 

AS BEST AS. 
POSSIBLE. 


T ALWAYS DO 
SOMETHING 
SHAMEFUL 
IN FRONT OF 


NATSUIME-SAN, 


YOU ARE 
ABLE TO DO 
SOMETHING 

THAT T 

CANT... 


| KITAGAWA-SAN, 
| YOU SEEM OUT 
\ OF SORTS...? 











WELL, THE 
IMPRESSION 
T SAW AND 


HE'S HAPPY 
WITH ME 
BEING ME... 


RAMEN 
SHOP IS 
DELICIOUS! 


























THEY HAVE 
CHINESE- 
STYLE 
VEGETABLE 
NOODLE 


SOUP. 





ARE YOU 
SURE YOU 
WANT TO 
GO HOME 
WE WERE ow? 

GOING TO 
TREAT YOU 
TO DINNER. 






Tee 
RETURN 
THE FAVOR 
NEXT TIME, 
THEN. 


You STILL 
NEED TO 
CLEAN UP, 
RIGHT? 









SAITO-SAN... 


I MIGHT NOT 
BE ABLE TO BE 
WITH YOU LIKE 
WE ARE NOW. 





DID You 
HEAR OUR 


SATION 
EARLIER? 





“THE GRASS 


IF YOU'RE 
INTO TT, 


T CAN EVEN 
GOTOA 








WH- 
WHOSE 
FAULT IS 
THAT?! 


PROMISE ME 
YOU WON'T 
SHOW IT TO 

ANYONE ELSE 

BUT ME, 


TOMITA- 


Is 
ALRIGHT, aN 


OH, TOMITA 
KNOWS, 


DOESN'T HE? 


Well, | sup 
hesarighae 





Maybe | like taking care of 
others|more than | thought. 


There's no doubt 
that ike Kitagawa _/ 
at work, but. 


Vike him. 


ye. V 


¢ 














I THINK WE 
REALLY NEED TO 
LEARN TO say 
WHAT WE WANT 


WITHOUT 
ANYONE'S HELP, 





N 
BS 





oKay! 











These are it nee 











» 
iaimenet 2B 


WX Sas 









TS 1S My i 
FIRST VOLUME 2... | 
THANK YOU 


BEHIND THE SCENE, 
1 ALWAYS THOUGHT 
‘THAT TOANTA “ONLY 
LOOKS GOO? IN A SUmT” 
BUT IT HAS NOTHING. 
TO 90 WITH THE 
REAL STORY. 









1F YOU UKE 
THIS MANGA, 
TUL BE viRy 


THERE 1S MORE, 


(\ 


£ 
~ARt hORii~ 


SATITO-SAN'S CONCLUSION 


Now that we are living together, 


Tomita-san seldom comes to the bar. 


In return. 


we drink at home, 




















I TOU 
KITAGAWA THAT 
HE RESEMBLED 


A GREAT DANE, 
BUT HE DIDN'T 
eae KNOW WHAT A 
GREAT DANE IS. 
LIKE A SHIBA, 


BUT HE 
HATED IT. 










MAYBE 
It's Too 







CHILDISH 
hier: FOR HIM? 
agouT 

ME? 


I THINK 
GOLDEN 
RETRIEVER 
SurTs You 
















| just need 
to go along 
with his 
conversations... 


Tomita-san: 


likes to laugh: 











The only time he stopped 


laughing was. 
In the bar, he would 


laugh comfortably in front 
of me, the server. 


ien 
| Natsume-san 
and Kitagawa-san 
¢ got really|close. 


"T FEEL LIKE 
IHAVE TO 
WITHDRAW.” 











Before I knew it, 
'had flirted with him. 





I'M GLAD 
YOU WERE 


ae | didn’t think Tomita-san had special 


feelings for Natsume-san, 


But he was genuinely lonely, 
so | had to meddle in. 





TM Just 
+s TOUCHED. 
























When he got jealous of Keiko. 


ett... happy. 








| 


| f Recently, 
| Natsume- | ‘we always 
san will | go to that 
wait for me | toilet after a 
big meeting. 


Come to think of it, 
Ihaven’t seen him 
in trouble lately. 


| 
| 


YOU COME TO 
1S WEAK TO Ou HOE 
t |. 
Ben AND ON MIKI'S 
TT DOESN'T you TUTORING DAY, 
BOTHER DISLIKE RIGHT? 
Me MUCH AT 4 SPICY 
THE OFFICE, 4 AN L Poop, 
THOUGH. / 


60 MIKI DOES 
HER BEST TO 


he still loves 
epic: ‘though 





MIKI-CHAN. 


THAT'S WHY 
HE ALWAYS 


Miki-chan 
is the key 


person here. 








A 


DEFINITELY 
THE SOUND 

































































































































































YOU CAN ALSO 
RECORD YOUI 


OWN Voice. 











THis Is fee 
PRICELESS. / 
hee 








THINK 
YOUR VOICE 
Is MORE 
suITABLe, 
ATSUSHI- 
SAN... 


a 
WHISPERING 
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